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Front Cover: On Sat.12.11.88 the Puffing Billy Preservation Society held a Gala Day, when their Climax locomotive was 
officially returned to service. Our cover photo shows the loco in steam for shunting duties on Mon.17.10.88 (Frank Cross) 


| Opposite: R761 with its train of South Australian clearstory stock approaches Long Gully Tunnel en route to Victor Harbor 
on Sun.7.6.87 (Harry Shnattlebach). See our feature article in this issue 
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Steam to South Australia and Mildura 


Almost forgotten by the euphoria of Aus Steam 88 a 
major achievement of 1987 was the tour of R761 to 
South Australia and K153 to Mildura. Newsrail thanks 
this author for recently providing a report of this 
hitherto unreported major tour. 


FORWARD JOURNEY 


Over the 1987 Queen’s Birthday long weekend, a 
major steam tour through the Wimmera to South 
Australia, returning via the Mallee, was jointly run by 
Steamrail, ARE and ARHS Vic. The opportunity was 
taken to provide trips for residents of major towns 
along the Mildura line. 

The first special departed Newport at 09 25 (schd) 
on Fri.22.5.87, K153-2xG(coal)-3xBW-C, and attached 
G(wagon)-BW-2xABU at Ballarat. During the next 
week, this train ran trips out of Maryborough, St 
Arnaud (where K153 turned), Donald, Birchip and 
Ouyen, arriving at Mildura on Fri.29.5.87. During the 
next 9 days trips were run almost daily to Hattah, Red 
Cliffs or Merbein. 

The second special departed in two divisions. 
K190-VOCX196(coal)-CW15(parts)-Goulburn-ABE7 
departed Newport at 20 00 on Wed.3.6.87 to travel via 
North Geelong to Ballarat and await the main train. 
R761-sleeper 3-A cheron-Coliban-Pekina-Carey- 
Loddon-Inman-Wando departed Spencer Street at 


RODERICK B SMITH 


21 08 to travel via North Geelong to Ballarat. Unfor- 
tunately, K190 suffered from a hot axlebox and was 
unable to travel to South Australia. The two trains 
combined at Lethbridge, with R761 solo. K190 
followed slowly to Ballarat, where it was given 
temporary treatment and was returned to Melbourne 
many weeks later. The withdrawal of K190 at this 
time left the tour plans in disarray. To the credit of | 
the organisers and the railways, new plans were made | 
and locos repositioned as the tour progressed. The | 
main special was at Ballarat 01 56 - 02 23 (Thurs. 
4.6.87), and was given assistance through the night by 
T400 from Beaufort. The breakfast and servicing stop | 
at Horsham was 08 27 - 10 08, and T400 was detached 
at Leeor Loop. 

The entry into South Australia had been placed in 
jeopardy by an AFULE strike, which halted all trains| 
south of Port Pirie from Tues.2.6.87. Negotiations | 
between SteamRanger, AN and AFULE gained an 
exemption for the steam specials and associated| 
moves. After a servicing stop at Bordertown there 
was a delay when the thread stripped on the 
discharge pipe from the air compressor. Repairs were 
made as the train stood on the main line, there being 
no other traffic. This delay was 14 36 - 16 16. Tailem| 
Bend was reached at 19 04 for an overnight stay. 

For the final stage to Adelaide, through the steep 
Lofty grades, the train was split. The VOCX and 


On the final leg of the journey from Melbourne R761 enters Mt Lofty Yard on Fri.5.6.87. (Roderick Smith) 
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_ shower car Carey were left at Tailem Bend. Diesel 
| 843 departed Tailem Bend at 08 25 with 5 empty 
sleeping cars, and reached Adelaide at 12 24. R76l- 
| CW-Goulburn-ABE-Coliban-Pekina departed at 09 16, 
| had a couple of photostops in foggy weather, and 
| reached Adelaide at 13 32. It was greeted by hundreds 
of people. The sleeping cars were stabled in freight 
_ sidings near the AN headquarters. The R and 3 vehi- 
cles continued to SteamRanger’s Dry Creek depot. 


/IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA — SATURDAY 


On Sat.6.6.87 the R worked a special to Peterborough 
| along the former main line from Adelaide to Perth, 
Alice Springs and Broken Hill. North of Riverton it 
was further north than any point on the Victorian 
| network, latitudes not reached since its delivery from 
| Britain. This was also the last broad-gauge steam 
| working to Peterborough, as the line north of Hallett 
/was closed shortly after. The special was R761-503- 
606-704-602-(Bowmans)-712-710-706-701-AVAYS. The 
carriages were SteamRanger steel cars (same as 
Southern Cross Express), with a tare of 340 t (360 t 
with passengers), and the R performed well on the 
long climbs on this route. Departure was at 07 47, 
after waiting for passengers from the Overland 
connecting by bus from Murray Bridge. The strike 
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During the tour to Peterborough R761 and its train pass through Riverton on Sat.6.6.87. (Harry Shnattlebach) 


had ended, and normal services were being resumed. 
There were stops for passengers, servicing and photos 
at Dry Creek, Salisbury, Gawler, Hamley Bridge, 
Riverton, Manoora, Burra and Terowie. Peterbo- 
rough was reached at 13 31. Average running speed 
had been 58 km/h, with a maximum of 80 km/h just 
after Hallet. While the R was serviced, passengers 
continued to Orroroo on a Steamtown Peterborough 
train. This train stalled, and did not reach Peterbo- 
rough until 17 45, delaying the departure of the bg 
special to 17 56. The return journey to Adelaide was 
marred by poor performance, attributed to the coal 
loaded at Peterborough. There were long stops to 
raise steam and clean the fire (including 50 minutes 
at Hamley Bridge), and Adelaide was reached at 00 
48. Average running speed had been 48 km/h. Volun- 
teers worked through the night clearing the tender 
and loading better coal for the Sunday trip. 


IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA — SUNDAY 


The Sunday working involved R761 hauling Steam- 
Ranger wooden cars on the Southern Encounter to 
Victor Harbor, then a Cockle Train shuttle to Goolwa. 
ARHS South Australia, via its SteamRanger arm, 
runs Victor Harbor Tourist Railway. R761-66-62-52- 
81-56-54-61-GB40 departed Adelaide at 09 02 and 


The train at Burra on the broad gauge to Peterborough. Sat.6.6.87. (Roderick Smith) 
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performed well on the climb to Mt Lofty, which was 
reached in a running time of 51 minutes. There had 
been stops at Blackwood and Belair (to cross 948- 
C503-C507 on a freight), and some brief slipping in 
wet cuttings. Further stops were at Mt Barker (water), 
Strathalbyn, Goolwa and at two locations on the 
coastal section for photos. The up journey 
commenced at 16 30, with stops at Goolwa, Strath- 
albyn, Mt Barker and Bridgewater. Between here and 
Adelaide the R crossed two orange Cs on a freight 
and X53-967 on the Overland. 


Crossing Currency Creek viaduct on the way to Victor Harbor. Sun.7.6.87. (Rodger McCormack) 
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Enroute to Peterborough crossing Hamley Bridge. Sat.6.6.87. (Rodger McCormack) | 


RETURN JOURNEY 


For the return to Melbourne and to cover the failure | 
of K190, K153 was sent light from Mildura after | 
running a trip on Sun.7.6.87, arriving at Tailem Bend | 
at 05 30 on Mon.8.6.87. The special departed | 
Adelaide in two divisions with a very early start. Pass- | 
engers occupied the train overnight. The 03 50 train | 
departed at 04 09, BL31-621-CW-ABE-Goulburn-| 
Txsleepers-DC783. The DC is an AN staff sleeping | 
carriage. The BL was detached at Monarto South, | 
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06 19-28, and Tailem Bend arrival was at 07 08. The 
06 10 train was R761-Finniss-503-602-710,the first 
vehicle being a former V&SAR sleeping car taken 
over by SAR for the Mt Gambier service and now 
preserved by SteamRanger. From Tailem Bend to 
Lameroo there was a combined train of 16 vehicles: 
621-K153(tender _ first) VWOCX-TW4827(water tank)- 
CW-Goulburn-ABE-3xsleepers-Carey-5xsleepers- 

3xsitters, DC783 having been left behind. The K was 
priming, leaving 621 to do much of the work on the 
grades. At Lameroo, 13 45 - 15 11, both locos were 
serviced and 621, the TW and the 4 SA cars were 
detached to return to Adelaide. Pinnaroo arrival was 
15 54 cst, with departure 16 43 est. During the Ouyen 
servicing stop, 21 12 - 00 31, the VOCX was detached. 
Mildura arrival was at 02 49 on Tues.9.6.87, and 
departure was at 10 01 the same morning, with the 
same vehicles. The day’s running was slow, with bad 
crossing delays. The VOCX was reattached at Ouyen. 
At Donald, 20.01-46, R761 was attached behind the K 
to double head to Ballarat. R761 had returned light 
from South Australia to Ballarat, then north to 
Donald, turning at St Arnaud. This was the last steam 
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The tour train runs along the coastline as it approaches Victor Harbor on Sun.7.6.87. (Roderick Smith) 


loco to turn there, as the connection was removed 
soon after. The sitting cars were attached to the rear 
of the train at Donald, having been brought there by 
a T earlier: BW1-BW62-BW60-BW35-ABU40- 
ABU32-C28. The St Armaud dinner stop was 21 56 - 
23 36, and Maryborough arrival was at 01 31 for a long 
break. 

On Wed.10.6.87 the Maryborough departure was at 
10 12, and Ballarat arrival was at 12 21. The train split, 
and the VOCX was detached. T410 took 4xBW- 
2xABU-C with photographers to Warrenheip, then 
continued empty to Lal Lal. The double-headed 
main train (see July 87 p.194 photo) collected the 
photographers, departing Warrenheip at 14 29. The T 
returned from Lal Lal to Ballarat with its carriages. At 
North Geelong C, 16 34-44, the K was detached to 
run light to Newport. The main train ran into 
Geelong, arriving at 16 55. The R turned for the 
return to Melbourne, and departed at 17 43. Spencer 
Street arrival was at 19 37. 

For further details and pictorial coverage, see 
Aug.87 Recorder and July and Sept.87 Catchpoint. 
I thank Mr G Davis for use of his times and notes. 


621 and K153 preparing to depart from Tailem Bend on Mon.8.6.87. (Frank Cross) 
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St Albans and its Local Trains 


When I first went to St Albans watching trains in 
1938, I noticed the bare minimum overhead wiring, 
and guessed that it would have caused interesting 
train running problems in certain circumstances. 
Even before the electric trains of 1921, St Albans 
didn’t have the facilities for terminating trains which 
were considered normal elsewhere. 


A brief description of some of the difficulties at St 
Albans follows. 


From 1.2.1887, three Bendigo trains each way a day 
stopped at the new up and down passenger platforms; 
a dead end siding had been in use since the previous 
December. Agitation then continued, for a local pass- 
enger service. It was referred to as ‘suburban’ which I 
think was a little extravagant when one considers that 
between 1865 and 1885, there were no stations 
between Footscray M & E (the Albert Street station) 
and Keilor Road (now Sydenham), a distance of 
approx. 11 miles. 


When the local service commenced it was 
announced as running to St Albans, but on 1.10.1888, 
it only ran as far as Braybrook Junction (now 
Sunshine) because St Albans didn’t have a crossover 
between the up and down lines. the St Albans trains 
did start on 19.11.1888, by which time there was at 
least one crossover, although the running of the local 
trains would have been quite a lot easier with two. 
The terminating of passenger trains at places on 
double lines with only one crossover was not 
unknown. It was done at Diggers’ Rest for several 
years around 1900. 


The 1898 General Appendix shows that ‘Diggers’ 
Rest must be switched in as a block post for the 8.55 
am suburban train. On the arrival of the down train at 
Diggers’ Rest platform, the engine must be crossed 
over to the up side and the train tail roped clear of the 
crossover when the engine must be attached and the 
train hauled to the up platform from whence it will 
start for Melbourne at 9.50 am.’ The 5 minutes 
allowed there in some timetables must certainly have 
reflected the confidence of the timetable compilers in 
dexterous shunting. This situation at Diggers’ Rest 
arose a few years later than the possible one at St 
Albans, but it shows that it could have taken place 
there. In any case, the 1898 General Appendix shows 
that St Albans by then had the desirable two cross- 
overs. 


a 
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ST ALBANS TRAIN OF 1899 


JACK McLEAN 


At least by 1899, St Albans had six conventional 
signals, that is a distant, home and starter for each 
direction, but no interlocking. The facilities were 
probably as shown in Diagram A. There were some 
tight timings, at least in the WTT. In the issue of 
1898, the 6.15 am from Spencer Street is shown as 


arriving at St Albans at 6.45 and leaving again on the 


up at 6.50. This is one of the trains shown in Graph 1. 
Referring to Diagram A, it can be seen how the train 


arrived in the down platform, the engine was | 


detached and run forward. After backing across the 
down end crossover the engine ran to the up end, 
through the up end crossover to be attached to the 
train. The whole train had then to be pushed out 
beyond the down end crossover through which it 
would then be drawn to the up platform ready for 
departure. All four crossover points which should 
have been secured by hand locking bars and 
padlocks, would have to be unlocked and released, 
and three pairs of points held by hand. All of this was 
given 5 minutes with the 6.40 am down Bendigo due 
through at 7.04. 


My Easter 1899 WTT was inscribed ‘T Lalor, 
Porter Spencer Street’, many years before he gave it 


to me, and in it Mr Lalor had written ‘104 B’ as the | 


engine for the St Albans train. 

This was, of course, a 2-4-0 one-time express 
engine and one wonders if this was the regular class 
of engine for this service or if it was the engine on 
this holiday occasion only. Had the express engine of 
1872 come down in the world? 

The 1899 Easter WTT also has a fascinating list of 
all the carriages on the whole railway and what trains 


they were to be used on. The St Albans train was | 


listed as having 2 BD, 2 B and 1 Aa cars and I have 
illustrated it here. It seems likely that this was the 


regular consist for the St Albans locals. The BDs | 


were fixed wheel base second-guard compos, the Bs 
were similar but second class and the Aa was a bogie 
swing door first. 

After the carriage re-classification of July 1910, 
these BDs became YZs, the Bs became Ys and the 
Aa became an A. 

The non-interlocked signalling arrangements were 
not to last much longer; the first interlocking frame 
was installed on 17.6.1901. The main line points were 


centrally controlled and the signal levers were inside | 
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the signal box. The up end connection between the 
| goods siding and the up main line may have been 
there earlier but was certainly there from this date; 
the connection was Annett locked, and not worked 
directly from the signal box. 


Only minor alterations took place between 1901 
and 1926. My Diagram B shows the signalling 
arrangements in 1924 shortly after the electrification. 
The down advanced starter was brought into use on 
18.7.1911 and must have been provided so that 
engines and terminating trains could shunt without 
entering the Sydenham block section. The hand gates 
were replaced by cattle pits around September 1913. 
There is a rumour that the 1901 interlocking or the 
building was damaged by fire. I have seen no confir- 
| mation of this but it was replaced in a signal bay in 

1914. 


| In my Foundation Day Circular for 1919 (C2/19) 
there is an amendment (A264/19) which shows that 
| the St Albans service would be run by two sets. They 
| were not the normal carriages but each set was to 
consist of YZ, 2X, 3Y and YZ, which seem to be ofa 
| slightly lower standard than the set for 1899. The 
regular St Albans sets were not listed but the circular 
| does give the idea that six-wheeled cars were running 
on the line right up to electrification. In 1921, the 
| minimum overhead wiring was strung; apart from the 
two main lines only one crossover was wired and 
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electric trains ran out towards Sydenham and crossed 
back to the up platform through the down end cross- 
over to start from the up platform. I have indicated 
the extent of the wiring in my three Diagrams B, C 


Disc 6B installed on 11.10.1923 must have been of 
great assistance in signalling terminating electrics 
across the down end crossover. 


The difficulties of shunting the engines of termina- 
ting steam trains were over, but now there was the 
problem caused by the absence of overhead wire on 
tracks where electric trains could otherwise have 
been side-tracked. 


Timetables had therefore to be planned so that 
electrics were not there when down and up main line 
passenger trains were passing through closely 
together. 


For instance, in the Midland WTT for November 
1924, there was on Saturdays a 3.10 pm up Bendigo 
passenger stopping at St Albans at 6.51, and a 6.30 pm 
down Bendigo at 6.57. The Suburban WTT for the 
same date showed an electric arriving there at 6.43 
and returning to the City at 6.49. Albion was not then 
a block post and there was a 6 minute block section 
to and from Sunshine. If the 6.49 local electric left on 
time the up Bendigo couldn’t leave until about 6.55. 
If the electric followed the up Bendigo it would not 
be able to be clear of the down line until about 6.53 
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and the down Bendigo was due through at 6.57 might 
easily have been delayed. What should the signalman 
do? There was no Train Control in those days and 
the signalman at St Albans could well have made the 
decisions himself. 


However, a search through the contemporary Brad- 
shaw’s Guides shows that the 6.07 down electric had 
been advanced to 6 pm, and it would have been at St 
Albans from 6.36 to 6.42. It therefore would have 
cleared the Sunshine block section at 6.48 that is with 
1 minute to spare to avoid blocking the up Bendigo. 
My 1924 Suburban WTT had obviously not been 
amended and this is one of the few times that I have 
accepted Bradshaw in preference to the WITT. The 
timings are shown in my Graph 2. 


In 1926, a new signal box was erected on the up 

_ end of the down platform and interlocked gates were 

| provided across Main Road, but the terminating diffi- 

| culties remained as the centre crossover was still not 
wired. 


It was not until 1928 that the home signal on the 
new Post 4B and the lock bars on the points enabled 
terminating trains to leave on the up from the down 

| platform. The centre crossover was wired, but side- 
tracking facilities for electric trains were still absent. 
Diagram C shows the arrangements at this time. 


Power signalling all the way from the city was 
completed in 1930 and the signals at St Albans were 
_ then as shown in Diagram D. 


Over the years, I have been there and seen the 
difficulties terminating trains could cause, but it took 
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Week Days—Saturdays Excepted. 
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considerable searching to find an instance in the print 
of a working timetable. 


In the November 1947 WTT there was a down 
Bendigo passenger leaving Spencer Street at 7.50 am 
and passing St Albans at 8.14. On the up there was a 
6.55 am passenger ex Lancefield passing St Albans at 
8.09. The local train ex Flinders Street arrived at St 
Albans at 7.54 and left again on the up at 8.12. The 
relevant train movements are shown in my Graph 3. 
It will be readily be seen on the graph how the local 
train could not cross to the up line until the up 
Lancefield had passed at 8.09. The local would 
normally have departed from the down platform, and 
should have departed at 8.12, 2 minutes before the 
down Bendigo was due through the same platform. 


If the Lancefield was 5 minutes late the up electric 
would have been delayed leaving the down platform 
and in consequence the down Bendigo would also be 
delayed. Of course if the up Lancefield ran 10 
minutes late, the electric might leave on time and the 
Lancefield would follow. Or the electric might shunt 
to the up line to let the down Bendigo through, and 
then shunt back to the down platform to allow the up 
Lancefield to get out ahead of it. 


I was pleased to find such a tight move in print. It 
concerned a double line station where an up train 
could delay a down train because intervening locals 
could not be side-tracked clear of both main lines at 
the same time. 


This situation remained for 28 years, that is until 
the present station was built on the up side of the 
Main Road level crossing. 
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Tutu Choo-Choo 


On Sunday 10 April 1988 200-odd balletomanes, 
associates, ballet staff and a few students in period 
dress travelled by chartered special train, hauled by 
R761, to Woodend and lunched at the Bentinck 
Hotel. The excursion was organised by the Australian 
Ballet Foundation’s Special Events Committee 
(Victoria). To mark the occasion R761 wore on its 
smokebox front a headboard bearing the motto THE 
TUTU CHOO-CHOO. 

A minor snafu in the ticket numbering — not our 
fault (it never is) — necessitated a Checkpoint Charlie 
type operation at Spencer Street platform 4 (with 
vigilant, steely-eyed guards armed with concealed 
submachine ticket nippers scrutinizing every ticket). 
With the help of a high-tech., classified document 
titled Booking Correlation Matrix, passengers were 
soon installed in their proper seats. 

Apart from this minor excitement the trip went as 
planned, the Weather Bureau delivered the right 
weather, the sumptuous. repast and __ liquid 
refreshments were enjoyed by all and to the 
organisers’ faint surprise nobody was left behind, not 
even the ballet students who picknicked at Hanging 
Rock (great idea though — there are always more 
graduates than vacancies for them in the Australian 
Ballet, better luck next time). Two photoruns, one at 
the hill at Sunbury and the other in Gisborne, 
enabled the passengers to photograph the train in 
action. Driver Ronnie Frank maintained the balletic 
atmosphere by periodically blasting out the Swan 
theme from Swan Lake (_....—.—) on his whistle. 
Steamrail staff endeavoured to answer technical 
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questions. (Toorak Dowager: ‘What does that big rod 
there do, young man?’ Steamrail Volunteer: ‘Well, 
madam, technical dissertation full of pistons, piston 
rods, crossheads, main rods, main crankpins, side 
rods, eccentric cranks, eccentric rods, links, radius 
rods, crosshead links, combination levers, valves, 
steam chests and cut-offs.” TD (still lost at the 
crosshead): ‘How interesting!’ SV: ‘... Er... yes, 
madam.’) 

At Woodend, Ronnie Frank and Fireman Steve 
Gibson were surrounded by adoring white-frocked 
fans and have photographs to prove it. Before 
departure, the footplate was invaded by the same 
bevy of insubstantial maidens. Mustachioed Relief 
Driver Col Davey (were they really after him?) | 
decamped in the nick of time, Fireman John Darke 
desperately looked about for a way of escape, but 
there was none, except the firedoor. Confronted by 
fresh, scrubbed, wide-eyed faces and a barrage of 
questions, the fireman blushed, stammered and did 
his best not to give away too much. The injector, the 
boiler gauge, the throttle, the cut-off (‘Is that the 
steering wheel?’). the brake; a valve was turned, and 
the stoker responded with a growling rumble, (“You 
don’t have to shovel?’ (even wider eyes). ‘Nah, miss, 
she does it ’erself.’) The hills resounded as the 
whistle was tested, repeatedly, it worked, loudly, and 
to the credit of the Nathan Manufacturing Co., USA, 
still worked when it was time to go and the driver 
permitted to have his engine back. 


Wheelnote: Possible double-header to Ballarat with 
the whole Ballet and School in July-August 1989. 


Fireman Steve Gibson and driver Ronnie Frank and Those Girls. (I lvanov) 


NEWSRAIL 


PRESERVED 
DIESELS 


NOVEMBER, 1988 


During the recently completed Aus Steam celebrations, a 
static display was held at Spencer Street station on 
Sun.23.10.88. Amongst the exhibits were the class leaders of, 
the South Australian 900 class (above) and the 42 class from 
New South Wales. Both locos were withdrawn from revenue 
service some time ago and are now under the care of preser- 
vation groups. (Both photos John Green) 
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News — General 


State Transport Authority Plan: The STAP ‘V/Line 
towards 2002’ report concludes that $142 million per 
year could be saved by replacing rail with road freight 
and passenger services. The report has given extra 
weight to arguments for an end to V/Line’s 
monopoly over grain and fertiliser freight. The 
consultants who prepared the report predicted that a 
10 per cent reduction in freight rates would lead to 
increased production of over 56 000 tonnes of wheat, 
a $30 million boost to the economy. 


STAP is the work of consultants appointed by the 
Government in 1986 to identify the state’s transport 
needs in the next 15 years. They have prepared five 
possible scenarios ranging from complete dereg- 
ulation to increased regulation. Aside from the $142 
million to be saved from total deregulation of freight 
and passenger traffic, the consultants claim that V/ 
Line would be $88.8 million better off if freight trans- 
port was deregulated and the passenger service was 
replaced by road. 


The report concludes, ‘It is apparent that dimin- 
ishing V/Line’s rail task to the advantage of road 
transport will bring nett financial benefits to the 
Government but at considerable social and environ- 
mental costs’. 


Grain freight costs pegged: The Victorian Govern- 
ment has pegged grain freight rates this financial 
year. Rates would remain at the 1987-88 level 
following pressure from the state’s farmers to reduce 
rail charges. The Transport Minister, Mr Kennan, 
said, ‘This situation should be a boon for Victorian 
grain growers. There are several reasons why we have 
been able to keep rates down — namely the introduc- 
tion of block train running, improvements in effici- 
ency through changes in work practices and a govern- 
ment investment of $140 million in Victoria’s grain 
freight network.’ Mr Kennan said V/Line’s grain 
trains were running with up to 55 wagons carrying 
about 3000 tonnes. 


V/Line cost saving: V/Line management prepared a 
report earlier this year for Cabinet in response to a 
Government request that it find cost saving 
measures. The report called for further job cuts, the 
closure of some rail lines and fare increases on 
certain routes. In part the report stated, ‘Unless 
capital investment is sustained at the level necessary 
to drive this process of regeneration and innovation, 
the organisation will quickly stagnate and rapidly 
begin to decline’. It said that $18 million a year could 
be saved by replacing rail services with buses on 
routes including Mildura, Melbourne - Bacchus 
Marsh - Ballarat, Leongatha and Sunbury - Kyneton. 
Passenger fares are too low and substantial increases 
on some routes could be introduced with little or no 
loss of patronage. A Transport Ministry spokesman 
dissociated the Government from the report saying it 
was an options paper only which had no status. 


Beaufort signal box: The Beaufort Historical Society 
expressed concern over the fate of the 101 year old 
signal box after Beaufort was disestablished as a staff 
station on Wed.14.9. After representation to V/Line 
they were informed the local council had been 
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granted the leasehold of the signal box at a nominal 
rent for the purpose of providing a venue for a railway 
museum. It is proposed the Beaufort Historical 
Society be given responsibility for the mangement of 
the museum and coordination of the presentation of — 
old railway photographs, the signals mechanism (to 
be left intact) and other railway items of historical 
interest. Discussions are still proceeding regarding a 
request to maintain the siding and points to enable 
steam excursions to run to the town. 


Film stars: In February 1987, Western Films Pty Ltd 
hired a set of Sydney Express cars to use in a film 
titled ‘Warm nights on a slow moving train’. Since 
then this film has screened at cinemas and has been 
transferred to video. The following locomotives and 
rollingstock appear therein. G520, T41l, 8174, 8177, 
8178, 8179. There were several scenes shot ina DAM 
sleeping carriage and many in the club and dining 
carriages. Spencer Street and Central stations also 
figured prominently in scenes. 


Train of Knowledge: $150 000 has been allocated by 
the Minister for Transport, Mr J Kennan, from his 
‘special projects’ area to keep the train running for 
some time. There have been difficulties meeting the 
costs of keeping the train in service over the past few 
years. The old wooden bodied carriages require 
considerable maintenance and upgrading. 

The latest upgrading will be carried out at the 
Ballarat Workshops. 

Since the service began 23 years ago, V/Line has 
provided the service to thousands of school children 
and their teachers, mostly from country areas. 
Between 15 and 20 schools hire the train each year 
and it is usually the country schools that get together 
as a combined group to take one of the tours. Cost 
per student is about $180-$190. 

There are four tours: 


* Number one: To Warrnambool via Castlemaine, 
Ararat and Geelong. 


* Number two: To Swan Hill via Ballarat, Bendigo 
and Castlemaine. 

* Number three: To Lakes Entrance via Morwell, 
Sale and Bairnsdale. 

* Number four: To Echuca via Castlemaine, | 
Bendigo and Swan Hill. 


The train can take up to five sleeping cars, each with | 
10 twin cabins. There is a shower car, a dining car and | 
lecture and dance car. 

Each trip means a crew of 11: a driver and second | 
person, a conductor, two cooks, a steward, four| 
waiters and an electrician. An average of 1300 meals | 
is served each year and there are special diets on 
request. (V/Line Update) 


NOTHING TO DO ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? || 
Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 


down platform at Windsor from 8 p.m. 
See you there! 


NEWSRAIL 


Operations 


SOUTH WEST 


Football special: On Sat.20.8, a football special ran to 
South Geelong departing Spencer Street at 10 55. 
Consist was P17-LH32-LH33-P13 operating as a push- 
pull set and the train passed Newport at 11 19. 


Depot visit Geelong: The following locos were stabled 
at Geelong Loco on Wed.10.8. HI, 2, 3, 4, 5, P19, 
T361, 363, 371, 375, 377, 382, 395, 399, 413, W244, 
Y127, 129, 130, 132, 938, 947. 


_ Warmambool pass.: Details as reported hereunder: 


Sat.3.9. 13 00 (8256) up. N460-D354-ACNS51-BRN49- 
BN4. Departed 13 00, Terang 13 29 - 13 31, Camper- 
down 13 44 - 13 46, Colac 14 11 - 14 13, Winchelsea 
14 37 - 14 38, Geelong 15 05 - 15 10, Spencer Street 
15 59, 4 early. 

Tues.6.9. 12 40 (8235) down. A81-BNII-BRN44- 
ACN12-D343-D345. Departed Spencer Street 13 40 
(industrial action had caused all trains between 
Melbourne and Geelong from 09 00 - 13 00 to be 
replaced by buses). Geelong 14 37 - 14 42 (cross 12 
30 (8256) up), A73-D-21ACN-20BRN-I9BN), 
Winchelsea 15 08 - 15 09, Colac 15 34 - 15 36, 
Camperdown 16 02 - 16 04, Terang 16 18 - 16 19, 
arrive Warrnambool 16 48, 48 late. 


_ Thurs.8.9. 06 50 (8236) up. N461-D352-ACZ-255- 


BS212-BRS227-BS201-BS206. Departed 06 51, 
Terang 07 22 - 07 24, Camperdown 07 39 - 07 41, 
Colac 08 08 - 08 09, Birregurra 08 22 - 08 24. 
Winchelsea 08 37, Geelong 09 05 - 09 11, Spencer 
Street 10 10, on time. 


Terang: On Tues.13.9, Terang was opened as a 
temporary staff station to allow the weed spray train 
(a hi-rail truck) to work in the section between the 
regular trains. The truck was to travel from Maroona 
by road prior to working in the section. However, all 
did not go according to plan and the truck did not 
arrive. This left the staff at the wrong end of the 
section and one passenger train had to be issued with 
a Line Clear Report to proceed through the section. 


WEST 
_ Mt Gambier goods: Friday’s 18 20 (9242) goods from 


Mt Gambier, arriving Melbourne on Saturday 
morning has been hauled by 930 class recently. On 
Sat.20.8, 932-967 ran the goods and the locos left the 
train at Tottenham Yard and ran light engine through 
West Footscray at 09 38. 967-939 returned to Geelong 


on Mon.5.9 with S317 and 28 wagons on the 10 20 


(9245) down North Geelong yard goods. On Sat.17.9, 
931-963-25xwagons passed through Newport at 09 18. 


Ballarat news: Further to September Newsrail, p.282, 
Y171 was last observed at Ballarat on about Sun.28.8. 
Two days later a brightly painted Y169 was in service 
with Y173, 174 at Ballarat. S class passenger working 
is now rare and two recent sightings are: Mon.12.9. 
N470-S300-D-Z54 on 11 40 (8134) up Ballarat pass. 
Sat.17.9. N454-S311-N-D on 17 55 (8133) down Ballarat 
pass. 

On Tues.30.8 BTV Channel 6 announced that a 
review of V/Line operations had led to the decision 
to close Ararat loco depot, where some 30 men are 
presently employed. 


NOVEMBER, 1988 


Stawell news: D3639 was a welcome visitor to Stawell 
on Thurs.8.9. It conveyed primary school children in 
a Vintage Train consisting of 2xZD vans plus 6 cars, 
arriving at 11 30. The loco ran light engine to Ararat to 
turn and coal after shunting the cars to the goods 
shed road. Local children were given a ride during 
the shunting. The D? returned at about 14 00 and the 
train departed at 14 35. 
The following trains of interest were noted during 
September: 
Fri.9.9. X47-932-BL35-937 on down express goods, 
43=107 at 19 00. 
Mon.12.9. B61-T364 cleared the Stawell silo of grain., 
Tues.13.9. G531-B75 on up grain, 38=76, at 22 50. 
Thurs.22.9. The up Dimboola pass. at 13 00 had 2 
Overland cars plus DH van attached to the normal 
N set. G513-G511-C503-C508 on up express goods, 
49=141, at 08 53. 
Mon.26.9. G526-X47-963 on up express goods, 
45=132 at 07 28. X32-A78-NI15-N17 on up pass. at 
15 10. 


Sun.2.10. The down Dimboola pass. had N-N-X haul- 
ing N set-Z set-D van at 13 45. On the up one 
N class had been removed. 

The following locos were noted on depot visits to 

Ararat: 

Sun.11.9. X47-BL35 stabled on up express goods. B61, 
T364, 931, 934. 

Sun.2.10. 701 stabled on up express goods. X45, 931, 
939, 21RT. 

A day’s observations at Stawell on Fri.30.9, revealed a 

fairly standard range of movements: 

X45-N4 up pass. at 08 10. 

G513 down grain at 08 31, 40=80. 

C501-702 up express goods at 09 10, 31=91. 

N471-N12 down pass. at 11 23. 

N471-N12 up pass. at 15 02. 

BL35 down express goods at 18 10, 27=65. 

G526 down grain at 18 52, 29=58. 

X45-C507 down express goods at 19 15, 32=83. 

N454 up pass. at 21 01. 

$313-C509 up express goods at 21 34, 12=32. 

G521-T395 down grain at 22 01, 35=70. 

G514-BL32 down express goods at 23 01, 27=81. 

G530-G529 up grain at 23 46, 39=80. 

N459-N455 down Overland at 00 07. 


Overland flat wheels: On Mon.12.9, four sleeping 
carriages were detached from the down Overland 
(Sun.11.9 ex Melbourne) at Dimboola because of flat 
wheels (after derailing or hitting a tree?). Passengers 
continued to Adelaide in buses. The carriages were 
attached to the 13 40 (8146) up Dimboola pass. that 
afternoon; it was 30 minutes late by North Shore. 


Timetable change: From Sun.9.10, The Mon.-Fri. 
07 55 (8105) down Dimboola pass. was accelerated to 
arrive at Dimboola at 12 37, formerly 12 45. The 13 40 
(8146) up was advanced to depart at 13 15, to precede 
the Sunraysia from Ballarat and to arrive at Spencer 
Street at 17 52. The Sat. 07 55 down was altered to 
depart at 08 25 and the 13 40 up was altered to depart 
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from Dimboola at 13 50, arriving at Spencer Street at 
18 34, formerly 18 33. 


Western line observations: During a recent trip to 

Adelaide the following was noted: 

Thurs.22.9. X48-BL31 on the 18 15 (9186) Adelaide - 
Melbourne goods at Tottenham yard. N457-N475 
on the 20 00 (8120) up Overland at Rockbank. N453 
on the 07 55 (8105) down Dimboola pass. cross 
G511-G513-C510 on the 20 00 (9128) Adelaide - 
Melbourne express goods at Trawalla. No locos at 
Ararat Loco. No locos at Dimboola. 

832-944 stabled at Wolseley awaiting wheat to be 
loaded on No.5698 up goods. X51-C501-G527- 
G515-950-961 arrived at Tailem Bend on the 11 20 
(5639/9156) Dry Creek - Dynon express goods with 
50 wagons. Train departed with G527-G515-X51- 
C501 due to a faulty speedo on X51. BL32-706-967- 
948-701 arrived at Tailem Bend on the 18 15 (5697/ 
9186) Adelaide - Dynon superfreighter with 26 
wagons. Train departed with BL32-706. N456-N455 
at Tailem Bend on the 20 00 (5739/8120) Adelaide - 
Melbourne Overland. C503-S313-S306-942-966 (the 
latter two locos having been attached at Tailem 
Bend) arrived at Mile End on the 19 40 (6590/9153) 
Dynon - Adelaide express goods. 

Fri.23.9. C502-C510-948 arrived at Tailem Bend on 
the 10 15 (6615/9148) Adelaide - Melbourne express 
goods. 948 was detached at Tailem Bend. G526- 
X45-701-702-955-944 arrived at Tailem Bend on the 
11 20 (6639/9156) Adelaide - Melbourne express 
goods with 41 wagons. Train departed with G526- 
X45-702. 

Sat.24.9. Stabled at Dimboola. G529, 530, X50. 
Stabled at Ararat. T367, 931, 932. 


NORTH WEST 


B class in the North West: On Fri.24.6, B75-X39 
worked the 18 15 (9141) Melbourne - Mildura express 
goods. On Mon.27.6, blue B75 was at Mildura in the 
morning and B76 was on a Ballarat bound train of 
ballast wagons at Maryborough at 15 10. On Fri.1.7, 
9141 goods was hauled by X34-X32-B6l. On 
Thurs.4.8, 9141 had B80-X54, on Thurs.11.8, B80-B6l, 
So lla B76-X35-T367 and on Wed.17.8, B65- 
X49. 


Vinelander: On Thurs.1.9, the 21 15 (8143) down Vine- 
lander consisted of A60-D353-D360-D325-Norman- 
SZ287-SZ285. The long consist was necessary to cater 
for group travel and the V/Line management board 
inspection tour. 


NORTH 


Swan Hill notes: Grain traffic has declined consider- 
ably over August and September. Inward petroleum 
traffic consignments have also been lower. However, 
this traffic is expected to pick up prior to the com- 
mencement of grain harvesting in late November. 
There has been an upsurge in outward wool traffic, 
with up to 8 loaded louvre vehicles being despatched 
per week. Locos seen over the period have been: 

Wed.17.8. X32, 34. 

Thurs.18.8. T349, 354. 

Tues.23.8. T383. 

Wed.24.8. B80, T395, X53. 

Mon.29.8. T383, 385, 391. 

Tues.30.8. T383, 385, X34 (Train of Knowledge) 
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Thurs.1.9. T361, 363. 

Thurs.8.9. X45, 47. 

Mon.12.9. T351, 354, 389. 

Tues.13.9. A79 (Train of Knowledge) 
Thurs.15.9. T378, 380, X45. 
Tues.20.9. S307, X50. 

Thurs.22.9. B80, T397. 

Mon.26.9. X36. 

Tues.27.9. X45. 

Thurs.29.9. T351, 412. 


S class on Bendigo pass.: S306 ran solo on the 20 20 
(8071) down Bendigo pass. on Fri.12.8 and returned 
solo on the 08 00 (8080) up Bendigo pass. on 
Sun.14.8. The 16 10 (8085) down pass. had $300-S311- 
P16 on Sun.11.9. On Fri.16.9, S301 worked the 20 20 
(8071) down pass. 


Bendigo news: Observations as listed hereunder: 


Depot visits: 

Sun.21.8. N466, T345, 376, 385, 386, 391, Y161, 164. 
N468 had one set of bogies derailed in the road 
near Loco. It had a red flag at each end. (On 
Mon.22.8, it was rerailed and over the pit for 
inspection at 15 00). 

Sun.28.8. A73, N468, T345, 370, 383, 385, 386, 391, 
Y161, 164. 

Sun.4.9. A71, 78, N465, T345, 351, 361, 363, 370, 375, 
385, 391, Y161, 164. 

<a N468, T345, 351, 370, 385, 389, 394, Y161, 

Sun.18.9. A70, N474, T345, 385, X47, Y161, 164. 

Sun.25.9. N462, S311, T345, 398, Y161, 164. 


Traffic: 

Sun.21.8. The 16 10 (8085) up pass. consisted of A66- 
D311-Z58. The 17 45 (8043) up Swan Hill pass. 
consisted of N465-2xD-4 car Z-D. 

Tues.23.8. Y161-lIxVTQZ-3x VOWA-2xVQCX- 
1xVLCX-IxBS car-1xVFNX(to Workshops)- 
2xVTQY(Ampol California Gully)-IxVTQF- 
IxVTQY-lxVTQZ(Caltex Bendigo North) was in 
the yard, preparing to leave, at 08 00. T359- 
3xHitachi was in the yard waiting clearance to 
depart at 15 00. 2 Overland cars were in the yard, 
having arrived sometime during the day. 

Wed.24.8. Y161-6x VOFX-3xGH-1xVPCX-2x VOWA- 
3xHitachi in the yard at 07 05, all bound for the 
Workshops. 

Fri.26.8. The 06 50 (8026) up pass. consisted of N463- 
D333-Z58. Departed at 06 53. At 12 12 a B class 
hauling the Train of Knowledge ran past on the 
down line. 

Mon.29.8. Mon.29.9. Y164-lxVMBX-2x VZWA- 

lx VBCW-1xVBBX-3xVCSX-(to 
Workshops)2xVTQF(Ampol)-IxVTQY- 
i aes in the yard awaiting departure at 


Tues.30.8. N453-B61-D-Z54 formed the 06 50 (8026) 
up pass. 

Wed.31.8. Y164-lx VOFX-1xVHGY (to 
Workshops)2xVTQF(Ampol) in the yard at 08 14. 

Y164 departed the yard at 15 47 light engine. It 
returned at 17 07 with 2x VTQF(Ampol)-lxVVDY- 
IxVLEX-1xVCSX-IxVLCX-1xVLEX-1x VMBX- 
IxVZFA. T386-T385-6x VHGY-1xB-2x VPCX- 
2xVTQY-1xVTQX-1xAOBX-IxVOBX-IlxVOCX- 
9xVQCX arrived on an up goods at 19 21. 


NEWSRAIL 


Fri.2.9. A66-2xD-4 car Z on the 06 45 (8038) up Swan 
Hill pass. at Bendigo North at 08 57. At 16 50, 
T373-22xVHGY ran through Bendigo North ‘from 
Korong Vale. 

Tues.6.9. Y164-IxVLEX-IxVOWA-IxVCSX- 
IxVBCW-1xVHSF-1xVLCX-3x VZWA9(to 
Workshops)-2xVTQY(Ampol)4xVTQY (Caltex) in 
the yard at 08 00. 

_ Fri.9.9. Y164-IxVLEX-xlxVHGY-IxVZFA-I1xVHQF- 
IxVLEX-1xVLCX-IxVOCX-Ix VOFX-1xVOBX- 
3x?Hitachi in yard at 07 45. All bound for 
Workshops. At 17 55, Y164 departed Bendigo 
North with W959 (Workmans sleeper)2-xHD(from 
Eaglehawk) lx VTQY-2xVTQZ(Caltex)-Ix VBCW- 
IxVOCX-IxVOFX-IxVLEX-IxVHSF(from 
Workshops). 

Sat.10.9. T393 with about 20xVQCX at Eaglehawk at 

, 1010. Train being loaded with worker’s huts. 

Mon.12.9. N461-2xD-N set on 06 45 (8038) up Swan 
Hill pass. at Bendigo North at 08 55. A79 with 
Train of Knowledge at Bendigo North at 16 12. 

| Wed.14.9. Y164-IxVZFA-4xVQCX-IxVLEX- 
IxVLCX-1xVQCX(to Workshops)- 
4xVTQY(Caltex) in the yard at 08 05. 

Thurs.15.9. X50-D-Z54 formed the 06 50 (8026) up 
pass. 

Fri.16.9. Y164-2x VTQF(Ampol)-4VTQY-2xVTQA 
(Caltex)-lxACZ-IxVQCX-1x VMBX-1xVBCW- 

| 2xVZWA-1xAOBX-1xVOFX-IxVFBY departed 

| Bendigo North at 17 20. 

Sun.18.9. 16 10 (8085) down pass. was formed by X44- 
T386-T378-P21-SH. 

| Tues.20.9. Y161-2x VTQF(Ampol)2-x VTQY- 
IxVTQA(Caltex)-IxVZWA-2xVOCX-IxVLEX- 

| IxWBAX-3xVLCX at the yard at 07 20. Y161- 

| 2xVTQF(Ampol)-2xVTQY-1xVTQA (Caltex)- 
2xVFTX-2xVOFX-IxVZWA from the Workshops 
at Bendigo North at 17 12. T377-T365-T358- 
25xVHGY at Bendigo North on up block grain at 
18 30. T385-T391-lx VGH-1xB-IxVPCX-8xVOCX- 

| lxGH-13xVQCX on up Echuca goods arrived in 
yard at 19 40. 


Echuca news: Hereunder are observations during 
| September. 
Thurs.1.9. T-26xVHHY departed 06 05. T378- 
| 28xVHHY arrived 12 40. T378-T386-B-3x VPCX- 
| 5SxVLCX-18xcontainers departed 17 00. 
| Fri.2.9. T-ZRF set-18xVHHY departed 06 00. T378- 
| VLCX-4xGY-G-4xcontainers departed 09 50. 
T385-VFTF-VHHYs arrived 13 30. 
Mon.5.9 T-13x VHHY-13xVOWA-13xVHHY departed 
| 06 25. T378-15xVHHY arrived 13 30. 
Tues.6.9. T-6xVHHY departed 05 50. 
— “Fe T-12x VHHY-12MQ-6x VHHY ae 
Thurs.8.9. T-13xVHHY departed 06 20. T385- 
2xVLCX-21xcontainers departed 09 58. 
Fri.9.9. T370-10xVHHY arrived 09 48. T385-VLCX- 
lx VOWA-4xGY-1lxcontainers departed 09 55. 
/Mon.12.9. T386-13xVHHY arrived 13 05. T394-T386- 
3xVPCX-3xVTQY-36xcontainers departed 16 45. 
RCA and V/Line commenced altering bridge 
approach on the Victorian side. 

Tues.13.9. T385-5x VHHY-21xGH departed 05 55. 
T386-T385-B-4xG Y-VOBX-G-30xcontainers in 
yard as an up goods at 16 45. 
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Wed.14.9. T-I6xVHHY departed 06 10. T394- 
7xVHHY arrived 12 00. T385-VLCX-3xcontainers- 
12xVOWA arrived 13 52. 

Thurs.15.9. T394-17xVHHY departed 06 25. T394- 
VLCX-7xcontainers-19x VHHY-18xGH arrived 
13 30. 

Fri.16.9. T385-6x VHHY-11xGH-17xVHHY departed 
06 40. T385-T378-B-VOFY-4xVZS X-3xGH- 
2xVPCX-4xVTQY-3xG-AO?X-VOBX- 
29xcontainers departed 17 12. Deviation for bridge 
line started. 

Sat.17.9. T391, a 4 wheel cattle wagon and a 4 wheel 
sheep wagon stabled in the yard. 

Mon.19.9. T-12xVHHY departed 06 00. T385-VLCX- 
12x VOWA-2xcontainers departed 10 05. T391- 
24xVHHY arrived 12 44. 

Tues.20.9. T-2IxVHHY departed 07 00. T385- 
2xcontainers-VLCX-10xG arrived 14 10. T378- 
12x VHHY-VZSX-3xKMQ arrived 14 35. T385- 
T378-B-2x VPCX-5xVTQY-10xG departed 17 10. 

Wed.21.9. T391-26xVHHY departed 06 10. T with 
long rake of VHHYs arrived 12 45. T385-T391-GH- 
B-VPCX-8xVOBX-10GH-20xcontainers departed 
17 20. VOBX wagons were empties from supplying 
Tongala with briquettes as G wagons are no longer 
used for this purpose. 

Thurs.22.9. T378-10xVHHY departed 05 55. T378- 
TXKMQ-23xVHHBY arrived 12 30. Rails to flour mill 
removed. 

Fri.23.9. T-VOBX-19x VHHY departed 06 10. T378- 
VLCX-38xcontainers down over the bridge at 11 10. 
T378-12xVHHY arrived 12 16. 

Mon.26.9. T386-VLCX-GY-29xGH departed 09 43. 

Tues.27.9. T386-VLCX-rake of VOWA-6xcontainers 
departed 09 50. T386-VLCX-GY-14xcontainers 
arrived 14 20. 

Wed.28.9. T-12x VHHY-VF??-10xKMQ-3x VHHY 
departed 06 10. T386-VLCX-13xcontainers-28xGH 
arrived 15 54 

Thurs.29.9. Coal stage camp site cleaned up. T- 
10xVHHY departed 06 25. VHHY-2x works 
accommodation units on bogie flat wagon- 
ablutions unit in VOBX arrived at 12 15. 

Fri.30.9. T386-13xGH-VLCX-13xcontainers arrived 
13 48. T-1I9x VHHY through Moama at 15 23. 


NORTH EAST 


Plant trains: During August and September, a 
number of infrastructure maintenance projects were 
being carried out in the North East. A sleeper 
renewal programme was underway southwards on 
the standard gauge from Violet Town Loop and the 
gang are currently (as at 20.9) passing Seymour Loop. 
This has resulted in a number of plant trains being 
operated on the broad gauge to discharge sleepers for 
this work. Following behind is the resurfacing gang 
and a number of ballast trains on the standard gauge 
have been run, all hauled by T4l11. 

The East (back) platform road at Seymour was 
closed to all traffic during the week ending 3.9, with 
the rails and ballast being removed completely. A 
bed of carpet was the laid prior to the new ballast and 
sleepers and the original rails were repositioned. Only 
one plant train was required. A ballast train arrived 
from Balmattum on Thurs.8.9 and promptly derailed 
itself on the new trackwork. To be fair, it was because 
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too much ballast had been dropped. After unsucess- 

fully trying to rerail the wagons that night, the break- 

down crew were summoned Friday morning and by 
lunchtime all the wagons had been rerailed. 

The remaining signficant event was the total occu- 
pation of the Strathmerton - Tocumwal section with 
the result the weekly goods went to Cobram. 

A feature of ballast and sleeper train operation was 
that a number of trains terminated at Mangalore on 
the up journey, reversed the loco and departed on the 
down on the other line, e.g., loaded ballast trains 
from Balmattum ran around at Mangalore before 
departing for the Goulburn Valley. 

Listed below are some of the plant trains sighted at 
Mangalore. 

Tues.23.8. T367 up North East then down Goulburn 
Valley ballast at 12 00. 

Thurs.25.8. T375 down Seymour - Balmattum ballast 
at 07 08. T391 up sleeper ex Echuca at 07 13. 
Departed Mangalore at 07 58 for Longwood to 
discharge sleepers for standard gauge. 

Fri.26.8. T352 down Wodonga plant train conveying 
accommodation units from Wallan at 11 05. 

Thurs.1.9. T370 up Echuca - Seymour sleeper train at 
06 52. T370 down Seymour - Longwood sleeper 
train at 08 33. After discharging the sleepers, this 
train passed Mangalore at 12 22 on its return to 
Seymour. 

Fri.9.9. P23 down Balmattum empty ballast at 21 51. 
The P class returned light engine to Seymour later 
that night. 

Sat.10.9. T393 down goods train conveying accommo- 
dation units Eaglehawk - Wodonga (see Bendigo 
news 10.9). This train came via Sunshine and not 
Kyabram. 

Fri.16.9. T405 down rail recovery train to Murchison 
East at 11 05. This train returned through Manga- 
lore at 13 34. T391 down empty sleeper train to 
Echuca at 15 49. 

Mon.19.9. T357 up North East then down Goulburn 
Valley ballast train at 08 15. 


Goods trains: Sightings at Mangalore listed here- 

under. 

Tues.6.9. B61-T360 on empty steel (9345) at 22 58. 

Thurs.8.9. T380-T397-T388 on down Shepparton 
goods (9365) at 04 11. 

Mon.12.9. Y133 light engine to Avenel. 

Wed.14.9. T354-T397-T388 on up Shepparton block 
oil (empty) (9260) at 13 50. 

Wed.21.9. T386-T382-VHGY on down Murchison 
East grain at 11 08 (either over powered or under 
loaded). 

Fri.23.9. T393-T399 on up Numurkah grain at 17 30. 


Delays: On Thurs.8.9, the 06 20 up Albury pass. 
passed through Mangalore 48 minutes late behind 
A77. It crossed the stationary 08 10 (8305) down 
ae pass. behind A60 at the inner home signal at 

On Wed.21.9, the 12 10 (8311) down Albury pass. 
was delayed at Essendon for 59 minutes when N474 
became a total failure. N470 came from Dynon and 
took the train on. 8311 was noted at Seymour at 14 14 
where it crossed an up Murchison East grain behind 
T386-T382 on the double line opposite the loco 
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depot. 8311 crossed the 12 45 (8318) up Albury pass. at 
Longwood and then terminated at Wangaratta in 
order to form the 16 30 (8334) up Albury pass. and 
regain the schedule. 


Special trains: On Fri.26.8, 58RM departed Seymour 
at 19 00 for a shakedown trip to Longwood. N473 ran 
the V/Line inspection train from Benalla - Yarra- 
wonga - Oaklands - Benalla - Springhurst - Wah- 
gunyah - Springhurst on Wed.14.9 and Thurs.15.9. 
Could a reader confirm if N473 travelled on the © 
Wahgunyah line. [Yes it did. — Editor.] 


Mangalore: Sightings noted hereunder: 

oy ha on down Southern Cross Express at 

Tues.6.9. C505-8180 on down goods at 00 22. 8166- 
C505 on up goods at 17 09. 

Wed.7.9. C505-X41-T411 on down goods at 17 38. 
This train was noted at Kilmore East, being the 
most impressive sight and sound seen on the 
standard gauge for several weeks. 

Thurs.8.9. X41-C505 on down goods at 18 10. 

Fri.9.9. C505-X41 on up goods at 06 59. C505 on 
down goods at 15 49. 

Mon.12.9. 8177-42209 on down Intercapital Daylight at 
10 31. G523-X41 on down goods at 20 22. 

Tues.20.9. X41-T411 up light engine at 01 00. 


Unusual consist: On Sat.10.9, the down Intercapital 
Daylight had a blue VBK replacing an SDS as car 2 
and an Indian Pacific dining car replacing an ABS. 


Holiday Intercapital Daylights: On Mon.19.9, the up 
Intercapital Daylight was 11 vehicles with a VFS, VHN 
and PHS being worked spare to Melbourne. It was 15 
minutes late at Yass Junction, headed by 42216-42219. 
On Thurs.22.9, both sets had an ABS dining car, 
normally one has the sole remaining RS buffet car. 
On Sat.24.9, the train, ex Sydney, was 4473-8159- 
PHN-SDS-BDS-ABS-OFS-SFE-SFS-HFZ-MHY- 
MBA2710(c9). The MBA is a non airconditioned 
interurban carriage. On Fri.10.9, the up train had 2 
first class and 5 economy carriages, the extra being an 
SFS (c9). 

Holiday expresses: The Sydney Express and Melbourne 
Express ran in two divisions on Fri.23.9, Sat.24.9, 
Sun.25.9, Fri.30.9, Sat.1.10 and Sun.2.10, these being 
days on which Victorian and NSW holidays over- 
lapped. On all observed occasions, the relief train had| 
no sleepers. One set had 6 Victorian sitting carriages, 
the other had 7. Sometimes a single SRANSW HFZ 
carvan was included. 


18 30 (8329) down Seymour pass.: Consists of this 
train were noted as follows. 

Sat.27.8. T384-T373-MTH104-MTH101-CP293. 
Wed.31.8 T400-T406-T373-MTH104-MTH101-CP293. 
Fri.2.9. T359-MTH101-MTH104-CP293. 

Wed.7.9. T359-MTH103-MTH104-CP293. 


Albury/Cobram pass.: Listed below are sightings at 
Mangalore. 


Mon.22.8. X50-X52-A62 down Albury (8311) at 13 33. 
Tues.23.8. A-X44 up Albury (8310) at 08 42. 

Sat.27.8. N456-X46 down Albury (8305) at 09 30. 
Mon.29.8. A85-X53 down Albury (8311) at 13 28. 
Fri.2.9. A73-S307 up Albury (8310) at 08 50. 
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Sun.4.9. X47-A60 down Albury (8339) at 11 20. 
Tues.6.9. X52-N467 down Albury (8311) at 13 34. 
Fri.9.9. A85-S31l down Albury (8311) at 13 29. 

Sat.10.9. A73-A60 up Albury (8310) at 08 45. N471-A81 
down Albury (8305) at 09 28. N457-A60 down 
Albury (8325) at 18 17. 

Wed.14.9. X31 down Albury (8305) at 09 35. X31 up 
Albury (8318) at 15 10. 

Fri.16.9. A71-N453 down Cobram (8321) at 19 38. 

| Sat.17.9. N466-X44 down Albury (8305) at 09 32. 

Mon.19.9. A66-S300 down Albury (8311) at 13 31. 

_ Wed.21.9. N462-X53 down Albury (8305) at 09 35. 

| Thurs.22.9. A71-S300 up Albury (8310) at 08 44. A66- 
A62-2xN down Albury (8305) at 09 38. X47-N466 
down Albury (8311) at 13 49. A62-A66 up Albury 
(8318) at 15 18. N466-X47 up Albury (8334) at 18 57. 

| Sat.24.9. A79-N467-2xN up Cobram (8308) at 09 48. 
X32-N461 down Albury (8305) at 09 29. 

, Sun.25.9. N455-A85-2xN up Cobram (8330) at 19 35. 


| EAST 


B class in Gippsland: B class locos are regular visitors 
to Traralgon. They are used on briquette trains and 

/one regular move is the inclusion of a B class in 
multiple unit on the Sun. 17 00 (8485) down 
Traralgon pass. Occasionally there is an S class 

| instead of a B class. Some sightings have been: 
Sun.7.8. N-N-B75-T-T on 8485. 

/Mon.15.8. B61-T-T on 12 35 (9427) Maribyrnong - 
| Traralgon express goods. 

Tues.16.8. B61-T-T on 09 05 (9240) Morwell - North 

Geelong goods. 

_ Thurs.18.8. B61-S301-T on 9240. 

, Sun.21.8. N-B76-N on 8485. 

| Sun.28.8. B64-N-N on 8485. 

Sun.4.9. N-B64-A on 8485. 

/Mon.12.9. B64-S306-X44 on 9240. 

Mon.19.9. B64-S311-S301-B80 on 9240. 


| Warragul news: The news received for September 

included references to both traffic and works. In the 

interest of comprehension, it has been included in 
| this section. 

| Fri.9.9. Track upgrading work continued with occupa- 
tion of the up line. Trains in both directions used 
the down line with crossings manned by an 

| employee. 

Mon.12.9. The crossings were again manned with the 
warning lights at Gallagher’s crossing operating for 
most of the day. The booms remained up and the 
bells were not operating. Traffic was directed 
through against the lights. 

/Tues.13.9. Work continued on the up line near 
Drouin, on the down side, with a large Plasser 
vehicle on the track. 

/Wed.14.9. Occupation had moved to the down line 

| with all trains using the up line. Gallagher’s 
crossing was again manned. A66 was seen with an 
N set travelling very slowly down at 11 15. After it 
passed, the booms remained down and the cars 
were directed to zig zag through the closed booms 
against the lights and bells. 

‘Thurs.15.9. The 09 19 (4030) up Warragul electric was 
replaced by a bus to Dandenong due to continuing 
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occupation. The following up Traralgon (8420) ran 
using the up line. The 13 52 (4067) down Warragul 
electric only ran to Nar Nar Goon where passen- 
gers transferred to a bus. The bus arrived at 
Warragul at 15 35, 11 minutes later than the train 
schedule, a good performance as all stations were 
served. 

Fri.16.9. All trains ran normally as there was no track- 
work being conducted. 

Mon.19.9. to Wed.21.9. The first two down electrics, 
06 39 (4015) and 13 52 (4067) were replaced by 
buses as were their corresponding up workings, 
0919 (4030) and 16 25 (4072) whilst trackwork 
continued. 

Thurs.22.9. Traffic was normal. 

Mon.26.9. and Tues.27.9. Trackwork continued with 
traffic being altered to the same pattern as on 
Mon.19.9. 


Petersville loading: On Tues.20.9, container wagons 
were being loaded at Warragul with products from 
Petersville milk factory. As Petersville’s siding has 
been out of use for years, this is done in the main 
yard at the up end, near the railways bridge, under 
the roofed area of the freightgate. 


FREIGHT 


VBCW vans: The new timetable sees the Ford block 
trains between North Geelong and Upfield reduced 
to one each way each day as against two run 
previously. Consequently, there is now an excess of 
VBCW vans and these have appeared on Adelaide 
express goods. The VBCW is unique in that it has 
low profile wheel sets to gain maximum height in the 
van. 


Liner expresses: The consist of the Liner expresses 
between Melbourne and Sydney now contain the 
rebuilt VQLX container flats almost exclusively. 
When first introduced, the consist was a ramshackle 
mix of container flats of all types and was the first 
time the SRANSW equivalent of the VFLX was 
seen. The current consist also includes 2xVFTX 
timber flats which are loaded with bundled timber 
going North and collapsible container bases when 
southbound. 


SRANSW vehicles: The proliferation of this system’s 
vehicles into Victoria continues with the arrival of a 
hopper lettered CSR VYNIL which was seen in the 
repair road at Tottenham in early June and later in a 
siding off the Newport - Brooklyn line in early 
August. At this stage the classification of the vehicle 
is not known. 


New sleeper wagons: These have been converted from 
VBBY/VBPX/VLPY/VLCX to VZTX __ sleeper 
discharge wagons. VZTXI10V, 9, 19U, 11H, 16G, 14L, 
3E, 15U, 17M, 7R, 8M, 18L, 6X, 20G, IJ, 2S, 3, 4, 5 
were noted completed at Bendigo Workshops. 


METROPOLITAN 


Long Island steel trains: Set out hereunder is a list of 

sightings during August: 

Mon.1.8. X36-B61-12xVCSX(coils) up. 

Tues.2.8. X40-X54-T357-AKEX-20xVCSXK-9xVCCX 
(coils) up. 

Wed.3.8. T391-S307-X49 light engine up. 

Thurs.4.8. X52-X45-T360-2xAKEX-28xVCSX up. 
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Fri.5.8. N475-S307-T364-2xNCNX-8xVCSX up. 

Sat.6.8. N459-X48-13xVCSX-8xVCCS-2xAKEX- 
lxWQCX up. 

Mon.8.8. T365-X32-2xAKEX-8xVCSX-3xVCCX up. 

Tues.9.8 X34-S306-T352-2x AKEX-2x WQCX- 
6xVCCX-14xVCSX up. 

Wed.10.8. N474-T359-S312-S311 light engine up. 

Thurs.11.8. X38-X51-T399-10x VCS X-2xAKEX- 
4xVCCX up. 

Fri.12.8. B75 light engine up. 

Sat.13.8. X46-S312-T397-10xVCS X-4x VCCX- 
2xAKEX up. 

Mon.15.8. A77-B65-T388-5xNCN X-7x VCS X- 
4x VCCX-1xAKEX up. 

Tues.16.8. S307-S300-T359-13x VCSX-2xVOSX- 
S5xAKEX-4xVCCX up. VOSX wagons are now 
oe majority of them having been changed to 


Thurs.18.8. X53-G525-701-27xVCSX-3xVCCX up 
which was the highlight of the month. 

Fri.19.8. $312-X36-T400-7x AKEX-NCNX-VCSX up. 

Mon.22.8. BL26-BL31-26xVCSX-4xVCCX up. 

Tues.23.8. X50-X52-T395-4x AKEX-14xVCSX- 
2xVCCX up. 

Wed.24.8. X49-S306-16x VCS X-4xVCCX up. 

Thurs.25.8. S311-X50-T389-2x AKEX-12xVCSX 
(loaded)-3x NOB X(empty)-2x VOBX(empty)- 
llxAKBX(empty) up. 

Fri.26.8. S300-X54-T399-8x VCSXK-2xAKEX up. 

Sat.27.8. X35-S306-T352-24x VCSXK-3xAKEX- 
WQCX-2xVCCX up. 

Sun.28.8. X53-X46-T397-22x VKEX-2xNJX?(loaded 
slabs) down. This sighting is unusual as Sunday 
running is very rare. 


Sighting during September are listed hereunder: 

Thurs.1.9. A81-T408-X46-ISxAKBX-3xNOBX- 
2xAKPX-2xNFHY-3xVOBX-2xVOCX(all slabs) 
down. 

Fri.2.9. S306-X51-T372-16xAKBX-2xAKPX- 
3xAOOX-2xVOBX(empty slabs) up. 

Sat.3.9. B75-S313-3x VCSK-2x WQCX-4xVCCX- 
8xAKEX(coils) up. 

Mon.5.9. X52-X50-l1xVCSX-2xNCNX-2xAKEX- 
5xVCCX(coils) up. 

Tues.6.9. X50-B61-T360-3x NOB X-4xVOBX- 
2xVOFX-IxAKBX-2xAKFX(all slabs)-3x AKEX- 
2xWQCX(all empty) down. 

Wed.7.9. X52-S306-T403-2xNCNX-12xVCSX- 
6xVCCX(coils) up. 

Thurs.8.9. $301-S317-T381-18xFCSX-8xVCCX- 
2xAKEX(coils) up. 

Fri.9.9. T383-S313-S306-lxAOCX-IxAOEX(empty 
slabs) up. 

Sat.10.9. S311-S312-T376-8x AKB X-2xAKPX(empty 
slabs)-13x VCS X-5x VCCX-3xAKEX- 
lxWQCX(coils) up. 

Mon.12.9. $317-G526-7xAKBX-1xAKPX-lxAKFX- 
lxAOOX(empty slabs) up. 

Tues.13.9. S301-X31-T380-20xVCSX-4xAKEX- 
4xVCCS(coils) up. 

Wed.14.9. S317-S312-T367-21x VKEX-6xNFHY (empty 
slabs) up. 
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Fri.16.9. S300-S301-T345-lx VOCX-5xNOBX- 
3xAOOX-1xAKPX-8xAKBX-2xVOBX-lxWOAX- 
lxAKGX(empty slabs) up. 

Sat.17.9. G515-X36-T361-13xNOB X-lx VOBX- 

Ix VOCX-2x VOFX-7xAOOX-2xAOCX-1xAOMX- 
IxWODX-lxWOAX(empty slabs) up. 

Mon.19.9. G527-S313-4x AOFX-2xAOCX-IxVOBX- 
IxNOBX-1xAKGX-6xAKPX-IlxVOCX(empty 
slabs) up. 

Tues.20.9. G528-B80-B65-28x VKEX(empty slabs) up. 

Wed.21.9. X52-S311-T395-6x AKM X-8xAKBX- 
4x AKPX-IxVOCX-2xAOFX-IxNOBX-1xAOOX- 
lxAOCX(empty slabs) up. 

Thurs.22.9. X54-S302-S312-4x AKPX-4xNOBX- 
3x VOCX-2xWOA X-3xAOCX-IxVOFX-3xAOOX- 
2xVOBX(empty slabs) up. 

Fri.23.9. A66-X31-4x NCNX-1xAKEX(coils)-Sx AKPX- 
2x AKOX-IxAKGX-1xNOBX(empty slabs) up. 

Sat.24.9. $307-S317-T396-18xV CCX-IxVQCX(coils)- 
1xAKBX(empty)-IxAKEX(coils) up. 

Mon.26.9. C507-G514-I1xAKBX(empty slabs) up. 

Tues.27.9. B65-B80-T363-T364-3xNOBX-4xAOOX- 
2x VOFX-1xNFHY(slabs)-14x VCS X-2xVCCX- 
6xAKEX(empty coils) down. 

Wed.28.9. S302-S317-T374-2x VOFX-1xNFHY- 
4xAOOX-4xNOBX(empty slabs) up. 


Stony Point: On Thurs.25.8, DRC41 derailed whilst 
shunting at Stony Point. It was towed to Dynon Loco 
by T389 for examination. T361-MTH103-MTHI102 
operated the service until T361 suffered brake prob- 
lems and was replaced by T405 on Sat.27.8. T361 
returned to Melbourne on the up Long Island steel 
train behind B64-T397. 


Sunday sightings Spencer Street: 

31.7. 09 30 (8105) down Dimboola pass. N454-BS213- 
BS205-BRS229-BS206-ACZ253-D347. 09 35 (8227) 
down Geelong pass. N457-BN1-BRN52-ACNS54- 
D310. 09 35 (8081) down Swan Hill pass. N456- | 
N465-BZ270-BRS230-BZ268-ACZ256-D355. 09 50 
(8339) down Albury pass. A85-A78-BN16-BRN37- 
ACN39-BN4-BRN49-ACNSI. 

7.8. 09 20 (8481) down Bairnsdale pass. A77-A7]1- 
D309-ACZ258-BS208-BRS223-BS207-BS204. 

14.8. 09 30 (8105) down Dimboola pass. N461-BE19- 
BS204-BRS224-BS207-ACZ258-D317. 09 35 (8227) 
down Geelong pass. N471-BN8-BRN47-ACN9. 09 
35 (8081) down Swan Hill pass. N462-N464-BZ270- 
BRS221-BZ264-ACZ252-D340. 09 50 (8339) down 
Albury pass. A62-A73-17BN-38BRN-18ACN-26BN- 
32BRN-27ACN-D311. 13 15 (8115) down Ballarat 
pass. A66-BN1-BRN52-ACNS54. 19 25 (8135) down 
Ballarat pass. B75-A66-BN1-BRN52-ACNS54. 


Spencer Street observations: 

* Sat.10.9. Departures. 

12 25 (8025) Bendigo, N464-N13. 

12 30 (8317) Seymour, P20-P23-SH26. 

12 30 (8115) Ballarat, N460-N8-D347. 

12 35 (8117) Bacchus Marsh, 55RM-MTHIO01. 

12 45 (8021) Kyneton, DRC43-MTHI1O03. 

13 00 (8233) Geelong, N455-N14-D342. 

17 16 (8427) Traralgon, T405-T403-T404-D302-NI1. 

17 50 (8325) Albury, N457-A60-D361-BS209-BS204- 
BRS224-BS207-ACZ258-N18. 

17 55 (8133) Dimboola, N462-N14-D342. 
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18 pe eal) Geelong, A85-BZ269-BRS230-ACZ262- 


_ 18 25 (8265) Warrnambool, A71-N463-N19-N8-D347. 
«1 pea Seymour, T359-MTH103-MTH104- 


* Sat.10.9. Arrivals. 
| 09 55 (8420) Traralgon at 12 32. N461-N1-D302. 
13 00 (8256) Warrnambool at 16 03, N473-D360-N5. 
| 16 30 (8260) Geelong at 17 32, A85-N4. 
| 14 20 (8324) Cobram at 17 47, A66-N2. 
—* Sun.11.9. Departures. 
| 1610 aaa Bendigo, $312-S311-P16-SH25 (four car 
| set). 
_ 16 15 (8125) Ballarat, A73-BG1-BE34-BE31-AE52- 
| CP291. 


17 10 (8485) Traralgon, N457-N456-X35-X44-N3-N10. 

| 18 05 (8343) Albury/Cobram, N464-D361-BS209- 
BS204-BRS224-ACZ258-N13. 

* On Tues.13.9, the Overland had been announced as 
departing 5 minutes late because of the late arrival 
of the /ntercapital Daylight hauled by 42219. At 
exactly 20 40, N451-N452 departed accompanied by 
the hiss of large volumes of escaping air. The 
Overland consist did not move. Three minutes 
later, after recoupling, N451-N452, this time with 13 
vehicles, departed. 

* Sun.18.9. Departures. 

| 17 00 (8485) Traralgon, S301-N464-N459-ACZ254- 
| BS205-BRS223-BS202-BS203-N10. 
| 17 35 (8261) Geelong, P20-LH32-SH23-P14. 
18 05 (8343) Albury/Cobram, N458-D303-BE34- 
, BS210-BS204-BRS222-ACZ258-N1. 

18 40 Geelong (extra train), A60-N472-N2. 

(19 Ne ) Traralgon, N474-N461-N465-D321-N9- 


* Sat.1.10. 

| Sydney Express (8625), 8170-13 vehicles. 

|The Overland (8141), N451-N463-17 vehicles. 

|Intercapital Daylight (8652), 42211-10 vehicles. 

Relief Express (8643), 8175-1] vehicles. This train was 
docked 3 minutes after the departure of the 

| Overland and was an attractive sight, being made 

| up predominantly of V/Line cars. 

* Sun.2.10. 

Sydney Express (8625), 8176-MHN2365-NAM2337*- 

| LAN2372-NAM2373-LAN2354*-DAM2333- 

RMS2360-BCS2379-LAN2376-NAM2375- 

| NAM2341-PHN2371-MBY-MBY. Vehicles marked 

| * wearing Expo Express stripe. 

Relief Express (8643), 8169-HFZ2213(candy)- 
VFK274(blue)-VFK273(V/Line)-VFK271(blue)- 

| VRS231(V/Line)-VFX21(blue)-VBK259(V/Line)- 

| TDS2253(candy)-PHN2381(silver). 

The Overland (8141), N454-N459-AMBP-AMBP- 
3PCO-Kuldalai-Tantini-No3 Club-Dorai-Juki- 
Yanni-Malkari-\AJ-6BJ-2RBJ-9BJ-7BJ-2CO. 

gees (8143), A77-VMAP-VMAP-SJ281-SJ283- 

BZ269-BRS224-Z62. This train departed late 
because of shunting movements, lx3car N set from 
platform 4 to 3 for Geelong empty cars and 
VMAP-D from the front of the train. Departure 
was 12 late. 

21 20 (8281) Geelong empty cars, A85-N-N-N-D. 
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21 30 (8279) Geelong, S302(blue)-S317. me 
illuminated numbers were missing, only the lit 
bare globes were visible. 

Up trains were having problems with on time arrivals, 
the exception being the 15 55 (8146) Dimboola 
which arrived on time at 20 30 hauled by N-X with 
8 vehicles. It stopped at platform 8 leaving the last 
3 cars clear of the platform causing passengers to 
have to walk through to alight. 

16 35 (8336) Albury, due at 20 40 arrived at 21 08 and 
the up Southern Cross Express, due at 20 25 arrived 
at 21 30. This train was 42207-Eildon(van)-Ep- 
palock-Wendouree-Burrumbeet-Lauriston- 
Dartmouth(van)-Nagambie(power van). 42207 ran 
around to return empty cars to McIntyre. 


Sunshine sightings: Due to track work between 
Kensington and Essendon on Sat.23.7 all North East 
line passenger trains ran via Albion and the goods 
lines to Broadmeadows. Following is a list of 
sightings made at Sunshine between 08 00 and 13 15: 
N466 on 08 10 down Albury pass. 

P19 on 07 05 up Seymour pass. 

S313-X48 on up Overland. 

N474 on 06 50 up Bendigo pass. 

8171 on up Melbourne Express. 

N451 on 08 35 down Bendigo pass. 

A85 on 07 45 up Ballarat pass. 

42211 on 08 40 down Jntercapital Daylight. 
55RM on 09 05 down Bacchus Marsh pass. 
N458 on 09 10 down Cobram pass. 

A71-A66 on 06 20 up Albury pass. 

T350 on down Deer Park empty ballast. 
N471-N470 on 06 45 up Swan Hill pass. 
C510-C507 on No.9128 up express goods. 
N454 on 06 45 up Dimboola pass. 

A81 on 07 45 up Cobram pass. 

8175 on No.9690 up s.g. goods. 
55RM-10IMTH on 10 45 up Bacchus Marsh 


DRC43-104MTH on 10 20 up Kyneton pass. 
T371-S310 on down Apex ex-Westall. 

T350 on up Deer Park loaded ballast. 
56RM on 10 20 up Seymour pass. 

G519 on No.9606 up Somerton s.g. goods. 
N454 on 12 25 down Bendigo pass. 

N464 on 12 30 down Ballarat pass. 
N472-P16-P13 on 12 30 down Seymour pass. 
N451 on 11 00 up Bendigo pass. 
12 58 55RM-102MTH on 12 35 down Bacchus 

Marsh pass. 
1304 G530 on 11 45 down express goods. 
1312 N468 on 11 40 up Ballarat pass. 


September — 

Sunshine sightings: Listed sightings during Septem- 

ber are set out below: 

Wed.7.9. T411-C505-X41 on 13 50 (9695) Melbourne - 
Cooks River express goods. 

Tues.13.9. G513-X52-C501-C502 on 12 45 (9117) 
Melbourne - Adelaide express goods at 13 10. 

Wed.14.9. C510-937-932 on 19 00 (9128) Adelaide - 
Melbourne express goods at 12 11. 

Tues.20.9. G515-G526-G529. on 12 45 (9117) 
Melbourne - Adelaide express goods at 13 09. 

Thurs.29.9. The following were noted: N459-S301- 
N457 (dead) on the up Overland at 08 38. N474-B61 
on up pass. on Bendigo line at 08 47. X37 down 
light engine on standard gauge at 14 27. B61-K set 
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at 16 38. Y103-G521 down light engine on standard 
gauge at 17 37. X37-Y103 up light engine on stan- 
dard gauge. T387 on down and up pass. at 08 59, 10 
00, 16 20 and 17 53. Apart from T387, the only other 
T class seen were T360 and T388 on light engine 
movements, T376-T383 on ballast trains, T411 light 
engine on standard gauge and T400 on an up oil to 
Geelong. 


Apex quarry train at Clayton: The following was 
noted: 


Tues.2.8. G512 

Tues.16.8 C507-T351 
Fri.26.8. C501-T373(blue) 
Wed.14.9. G528 
Thurs.22.9. G528. 


Lilydale sleeper train: On Sun.18.9, X36-2xVOBX- 
VOFX-5xVOCX ran a train of used sleepers to Lily- 
dale. Scheduled to depart Flinders Street at 08 10 as 
train number 7365, it passed through Mooroolbark 
about 10 late. On arrival it ran onto the track closest 
to the goods shed. It was scheduled to depart at 13 28 
as train number 7366 but departed 4 early. 


Coldstream goods: The up Coldstream goods, T351- 
8xGY, passed through Mooroolbark at 06 35 on 
Tues.12.9. 


Vintage Train: On Sun.7.8, the Vintage Train ran to 
Coldstream and return with K153-IBCE-67BW- 
60BW-7ABE-68BW-80BW-82BW. 


Jolimont Workshops washing plant: On Mon.15.8, 
X46-N451-A79 were observed being washed at 08 04. 


Epping ballast train: On Sat.9.7, a ballast train oper- 
ated to Epping for track work between that station 
and Bell. The heavily loaded train consisted of 
T406-T352-T397-llIxVHWA-VZDY generator van- 
5xVHMY-VZDY generator van. 


Fairfield goods: During August, goods trains resumed 
working to APM Fairfield, usually on Fridays. The 
trains are worked by T class locos and convey pulp in 
wire-bin containers from the Mt Gambier area SA. 
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Surrey Hills sightings: In July, 3 goods were noted, 
On Tues.5.7 (during a suburban strike) T408 hauled a 
single VOFX down at 10 55, being very cautious at 
level crossings. It returned with 3xGY at 13 39. On 
Tues.12.7 a T class hauled a bogie wagon or 2xGY 
down at 03 55. On Fri.15.7 a T or X class hauled 
4xGY down after 04 00. Another goods ran on 
Tues.26.7. On Thurs.21.7 an empty up 12 car Hitachi 
ran through at 19 22, obviously a failed set being 
rescued. 


Three goods were noted in August. Thurs.18.8 saw 
T-4xwagons down at 03 48. On Wed.24.8 T-4xGY 
passed on the down at 03 48 and T-5xGY went 
through on the up at 05 59. Tues.30.8 saw T-6xGY on | 
the down at 03 48 and T-5xGY up at 06 17. The | 
return before the morning peak is a new variation. On 
Fri.5.8 an up suburban in the evening peak passed at 
17 50 on the centre line, indicating a failure some- 
where. 


Special trains: On Sun.11.9, two special trains oper- 
ated from Newport to Crib Point with a picnic break 
at Somerville. These trains were chartered by the 
Nursing Mothers Association and consisted of D3639- 
BW68-BW60-BW67-B W80-BE25-BW1-BCE1 and 
K153-B W75-BW82-BW63-ABE7-ABE3-ABU32- 
BL13(Pioneer)-ABU40-CW15. The D? had a ‘Thomas 
the Tank Engine’ face on the front. 


Dandenong shuttles: On Sun.11.9, V/Line promotional 
shuttles were run between Caulfield and Dandenong | 
with N473 and N475 working 2 N sets in push pull 
mode. 


Loco build-up: As a result of industrial trouble on 
Sat.1.10, the following locos were seen at Spencer 
Street and North Melbourne. 


Spencer Street: A71, 73, 77, 81, N460, 465, P22, S307, 
X48, 50, 8178. 


North Melbourne: C502, 510, G528, 530, S300, 302, 
311, 317, T348, 365, 367, 370, 377, 392, 398, 402, 409, | 
410. 
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ARTICLES EDITOR 
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Abbotsford, 3067 
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Rollingstock 


_ LOCOMOTIVES 


Loco comparison: An interesting comparison has 
| been made between the relative power of an X-S and 

N-N combination, each pulling the same load of 13 
| vehicles. On being paced along the road beside 
| Ingliston Bank, the X-S entered Bank Box Loop 
, about 8 km/h slower than the N-N. The double Ns 
| are also 5-10 km/h faster between Ironbark Gully 

bridge and Ingliston. They also accomplish their task 
| with considerably less noise. 


Standard gauge locos: As at Mon 26.9, the following 
| locos were on standard gauge. C504, 505, both of 

which have been approved for through running to 
_ Sydney following agreement between SRANSW and 
| the AFULE. GS516, 517, 518, 519, 520, 521, 522, 523, 
T411, X37 replacing X41 which has been returned to 
broad gauge, Y101, 102, 103, 104. 


|B class: On Sat.27.8, B68 (VicRail livery) was being 
cut up. It appears the nose had been removed and 
sent to WA. 


C class: On Sun.18.9, C506 was noted at Newport 
| Workshops undergoing repair. The motor and bogies 
had been removed. 


|G class: 

G527 was delivered on Fri.29.4. 

|G528 was delivered on Thurs.26.5. 

G529 was delivered on Sat.18.6. 

/G530 was delivered on Thurs.21.7. 

G531 was delivered on Mon.15.8. 

G532 was delivered on Wed.7.9. 

G536, last of the third order is due in January 1989, 

then the fourth and final batch will commence 

delivery with G537 due to arrive late April 1989 conti- 

nuing to G543 which is expected in October 1989. 
The G class will then become numerically the 

strongest V/Line main line class with delivery of 

G537, beating the B class (26), N class (25) and X 

class (24). Eventual class total, when current orders 

are complete, will be 33. 


LOCOMOTIVES 


s class: Status of this class as at Mon.19.9. was as 
hereunder: 


Withdrawn: $303, 304, 305, 308, 309, 315. 

In service: $300, 301, 302, 306, 307, 310, 311, 312, 313, 
317. 

Like the B class, Mentioned in October Newsrail, this 

loco’s career is coming to an end and it would be 

appreciated if special emphasis was placed on future 

sightings and operations. 


T class: T379, 390 are at Newport Workshops under- 
going repair. T392, 409 have been outshopped and 
are now in V/Line livery. 


X class: X40 is at Newport Workshops undergoing 
repair. When sighted on Sun.18.9, it was minus motor 
and bogies. 


Y class: Y163 is at Newport Workshops undergoing 
repair. 


NOVEMBER, 1988 


South Dynon Loco visits: The following observations 

have been reported: 

Sun.4.9. Inside workshop for repair: A66, C507, G512, 
518, 530, N469, P20, S302, 312, 315, T398, X31, 44, 
45, 48. Awaiting repair: B69, S307, T368, 387. 

Sun.25.9. On broad gauge turntable: F211, GS15, 528, 
H5, P12, 16, 20, S301, 313, 317, T351, 361, 368, 376, 
401, 402, X32, 36, Y109, 110, 113, 152, 157, 167. 


Redundant resources: Various B, S, T and Y locos 
have been progressively stored behind the former site 
of No.l shed Melbourne freight terminal as new 
G class are delivered. The smaller locos are to be 
offered for sale, while most of the mainline types will 
be retained for now in serviceable or near serviceable 
condition. 

Further development of V/Line’s ongoing 
shunting review has resulted in the long term require- 
ment for Y class locos being reduced to approx. 25 — 
one third of the original fleet. 


RAILCARS 


RMs on Long Island steel: Further to Newsrail, Sep- 
tember, page 283. At 15 00 on Fri.23.9, at Bentleigh, 
A60 was seen heading about 10 steel wagons with 
59RM-60RM at the rear of the consist, trailing one 
steel wagon. Both RM’s looked very much unservi- 
ceable. They were destined for the Mornington Rail- 
way Preservation Society. 


DRC40: Returned to service on Fri.26.8. 


PASSENGER 


H cars: Six additional H cars are to be converted from 
the best of the remaining 10 two door Harris cars. 
The existing H cars will revert back to their 13 x 3 car 
sets but six will be extended to four cars with the new 
conversions. One pair of 3 car sets is expected to 
work as a six car set. All existing DERM runs will be 
able to be covered by DRCs and H sets by mid 1989. 


N sets: All N sets are to be fitted with programmable 
logic controllers (PLCs) as they go through lift over- 
haul. N7 has had the prototype installation for nearly 
a year now. 


THE MET 


Newport Workshops: On_ Sat.27.8, Met trailers 
1990T(Hitachi) and 1008T(Comeng) were both being 
repaired after being scorched; 1008T has had green 
and gold decals applied. 901M, a rebuilt Harris car, 
was also in for repair. The overhead inspection train, 
1470M-1447M overhead inspection car-1471M was in 
the Workshops for cleaning. Several Tait cars remain 
opposite the platform, not having been collected by 
their new owners after the final clearance sale. 


FREIGHT 


Wagon conversions: 

* The sleeper wagon conversion program for 20 
VBAY/X vans to become VZTX as previously 
reported is to continue during 1988/89. All ll 
conversions of VLCX vans to VZSX wagons have 
been completed. 
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“James the Red Engine”, at Spencer Street prepares to run a charter trip to Stony Point for the Nursing Mothers’ 
Association on Sun.11.9.88. (Stephen Molloy) 


* Conversion of VOFX fertiliser opens to the one 
piece tarpaulin covered arrangement is also to 
continue. 


* The last 50 VPCX silo cement wagons were built 
with high pressure air discharge. Twenty-five are to 
be modified with 3 separate discharge outlets to 
give a faster unloading rate for use at Blue Circle’s 
Somerton facility. 


* Some VMBX car carriers are being trialed with 
suitably adjusted aligned bogies to allow them to 
operate at super-freighter speeds. (The VMAP and 
VMBP Motorail wagons used on the Vinelander 
and Overland have similar bogies.) 


Super service bogies currently under latest series 
VHGY wagons are to be swapped to 50 VQFX (to 
be reclassified VQFY (skeletal container flats to 
allow the latter to be used on the Adelaide 
superfrieghter. The VQFX, VQCS and AQCX 
wagons have low deck heights (for normal wagons) 
and are now permitted to carry 12.19 m x 2.49 m 
high (40? 0” x 8 2.5” x 9° 6”) containers between 
Melbourne and Adelaide. These were previously 
only permitted on jumbo container flats (AQDW, 
VQDW). The AQSY wagons currently used on 
this superfreighter have a higher deck height and 
are only allowed a maximum container height of 
2.81 m (9 3”) on the Melbourne — Adelaide route. 


* The D vans on BX bogies (D301-D350) are to be 
fitted with super service bogies similar to D350 
onwards. 
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Surplus wagons: 450 further surplus wagons have 
been sold for scrap at Hunter, Ballarat, Bendigo and 
Wallan and all will be removed by October 1988. | 
Between March 1987 and the end of June 1988, 4225 
surplus wagons were removed from V/Line property. 
The fleet at the end of June 1988 stood at 1858 four; 
wheel and 4786 bogie wagons. 


Bogie grain hopper wagons: The last of 400 of this type| 
of wagon rolled off the Ballarat Workshops produc- 
tion line recently. The Workshops had built 397 
VHGY or VHHY wagons since 1979. The first order, 
in 1979-80 was for 30 and this was followed by 11 built! 
between 1981 and 1984. This order included 1903} 
VHHY wagons which were 600 mm longer than the’ 
VHGY. A further 100 were built in 1985-86 and the 
final 102 have been built since 1986. (V/Line Update) 
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Works 


TENDERS 


Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line include: 


—* Sale and removal of surplus trackwork (rail and 


sleepers) situated on Port of Geelong Authority 
land between Princes Highway and Mackay Street, 
North Geelong. 


* Purchase and removal of a 15 metre by 6 metre 


galvanised corrugated iron building at Mortlake. 


* Purchase and removal of rail stockpiles from Yarck 


to Merton closed railway line. 


| * Carriage of bulk superphosphate from Portland to 


Casterton, Kanawalla, Kyup, Cavendish, Vasey, 
Englefield, Balmoral, Kanagulk, Toolondo and 
Penshurst. 


Purchase and clearance of unserviceable railway 
sleepers to be released from the broad gauge track 
between Bowser (Boorhaman Road — 238.5 km) 
and Winton (205 km). 


_* Demolition and removal of timber framed house 


and outbuildings at Deniliquin. 


* Supply of twelve roof-mounted package aircon- 
ditioning units for H carriages. 


/* Design, supply and installation of railway rolling- 


stock traversers at Newport and Bendigo Work- 
shops. The traversers shall be self propelled for 
moving rollingstock laterally between rail tracks. 


* Restoration of 76 roof trusses of 20 metre span at 
Newport Workshops. 


* Hire of backhoe for 10 weeks for ballast cleaning 
| project between Werribee and Geelong. 


WEEKLY NOTICES (30-34, 36/88) 


‘Ascot Vale Road: On Tues.6.9, the Annett locked 
points leading from the down line to the cattle sidings 
were removed. The duplex lock on signal lever 6 was 
removed. Signal lever 7 was sleeved normal. (WN 36/ 
1 


Beaufort: On Wed.14.9, the electric staff sections 
Trawalla - Beaufort and Beaufort - Buangor were 
replaced by the electric staff section Trawalla - 
Buangor. Beaufort was disestablished as a staff 
station and all facilities including the signal box were 
abolished. The points were spiked normal and will be 
removed at a later date. Healthy state indication 
lights were provided at the King Street and Lawrence 
Street level crossings. The approaches are controlled 
by level crossing predictors. (WN 36/88) 


| 
Bendigo D Box: On Thurs.28.7, the following alter- 
ations took effect: 


| Plunger 20 which locks 22 points was abolished. 
* Home signal 8 on post 31 was abolished. 


* The existing disc signal on post 31 was renumbered 
_ from 14 to 8. 


* A new disc signal 14 was provided on post 31. 
* Home signal 29 on post 35 was abolished and 
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replaced by a new disc signal (29) on the same 
post. 

* The up distant signal on the former Rangelea line, 
post 36 was abolished. (WN 30/88) 


Berwick: On Sun.4.9, 2 and 3 roads were removed. 
Points 9 and 27 were secured for the main line. Signal 
levers 12 and 26 and point levers 9 and 27 have been 
sleeved in the normal position. 


Bunyip - Warragul: On Fri.26.8, the following alter- 

ations took effect: 

* The electric staff system between Bunyip and 
Longwarry was abolished. 

* Three position automatic signalling was introduced 
between Bunyip and Longwarry. 

* Automatic operation of the points and signals at 
Bunyip and Longwarry was commissioned. 

* The signal boxes and all two position signals at 
Bunyip and Longwarry were abolished. 

* The following three position signals were brought 
into service: Automatic signal posts D2645, D2951, 
D2980 and D2806. Home signal posts (Longwarry) 
16 and 24. 

* The hand gates at Yannathan Road level crossing 
were abolished and replaced by boom barriers. The 
operation of the boom barriers will be automatic in 
both directions and is interlocked with the signal- 
ling. 

* The double line block system between Longwarry 
and Warragul was abolished. 

* The up starting (light) signal post 36 at Warragul 
was converted to a three position automatic signal 
and renumbered post D3202, and is controlled by 
lever 36 at Warragul. Shunting on the up line at 
Warragul with lever 36 at normal will prevent 
unnecessary operation of the Colman Street boom 
barriers. 

* Signal posts D3017, D3149 and D3052, the 
remaining automatic signals were brought into 
service. 

* Switching out facilities were provided at Warragul. 

* Signalling diagram 18/88 (Garfield - Longwarry) 
became effective and signalling diagram 2/52 
(Longwarry) and 26/85 (Garfield - Bunyip) were 
cancelled. (WN 33/88) 


Camperdown: On Wed.7.9, the following alterations 

took effect: 

* The down end main line plunger locked points to 2 
track were abolished. 

* 2 and 4 tracks were abolished. 

* The Mobil and Shell Oil Company siding and 
associated B pattern Annett lock were abolished. 

* The former loco tracks and works siding, A pattern 
Annett lock and two lever ground frame were abol- 
ished. 

* Down home signal post 3 and up disc signal post 4 
were abolished. 

* 3, 4 and 6 tracks were renumbered 2, 3 and 4 
tracks. (WN 36/88) 


Carrum: On Mon.25.7, the down end main line 
points, switch lock and catch points leading to B 
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siding were abolished. A baulk was placed at the 
down end of B siding. On Sun.21.8 the up end catch 
points in B siding were abolished and replaced by a 
Hayes derail and wheel crowder. (WN 31,34/88) 


Cheltenham: On Wed.10.8, two additional push 
buttons for controlling the operation of the Park 
Road boom barriers were added to the signal control 
panel. The buttons will be lettered ‘Park Road boom 
hold down’ and ‘Park Road boom hold down cancel’. 
The operation of the hold boom down button will 
prevent the immediate rising of the Park Road boom 
barriers after the passage of an up train when it is 
necessary for a down train to terminate. The hold 
down cancel button is to be operated if, for any 
reason, a down train is not terminating. (WN 32/88) 


Chiltem: On Wed.27.7, healthy state indication lights 
were provided at the Beechworth Road level crossing 
flashing light installation. Yellow whistle posts were 
provided to indicate that the crossing is fitted with 
healthy state indication (WN 30/88) 


Creswick: On Thurs.28.7, the following alterations 

took effect: 

* Creswick was disestablished as an electric staff 
station, the points and signals will be removed at a 
later date. 

* The electric staff sections Ballarat C - Creswick and 
Creswick - Tourello Loop were abolished and 
replaced by the electric staff sections Ballarat C - 
Sulky Loop and Sulky Loop - Tourello Loop 
worked under the rules for the automatic electric 
staff system. 

* Signalling diagram 12/88 became effective (Sulky 
loop - Talbot) and signalling diagram 18/76 (Cres- 
wick - Talbot) was cancelled. 

* Healthy state indication lights and yellow whistle 
posts were provided at the Victoria Street level 
crossing flashing light installation. (WN 30-31/88) 


Elmore: On Wed.27.7, the following alterations took 

effect: 

* The connection to the former Diggora West line 
was removed. 

* Plunger locked points L leading to the former 
Diggora West line was abolished. 

* Up home signal D and down home (light) depar- 
ture signal H from and to the former Diggora West 
line were abolished. 

* The A pattern Annett locked quadrant lever for 
signal D was abolished. 

* The push button and repeater for signal H was 
removed. 

* Signalling diagram 4/88 became effective and 
signalling diagram 15/83 was cancelled. 


Eltham: On Thurs.11.8, home signal post 13 was 
converted to a two position automatic signal. A letter 
A will be provided on the signal post. (WN 32/88) 


Flinders Street: On Thurs.18.8, the following alter- 

ations took effect: 

* Baulks were provided at the west end of 10 and 13 
tracks. 

* Signals 958, 953, 951, 941, 946, 944, 930, 942 and 940 
were taken out of service and will be removed at a 
later date. 

* Points 851, 844 and 830 were disabled and will be 
removed at a later date. 
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* 831 points were secured in the normal position. 

* Signalling diagram 33/88 became effective and 
signalling diagram 25/88 was cancelled. (WN 34/ 
88) 


Frankston: On Sun.7.8, pilot levers 12, 16 and 21 were ~ 
abolished. (WN 32/88) 


Heidelberg: 4 and 5 tracks have been abolished. Disc — 
signal posts 3 and 5 have been abolished. Levers 17, 
18, 20, 26 and 28 have been sleeved normal and will 
be removed at a later date. 


Lalor: On Mon.22.8, the following alterations took 

effect: 

* A new relay interlocking and signal control panel 
was brought into service. 

* Pedestrian boom barriers were brought into service 
at Paschke Crescent. 

* The down end points leading from | track to the 
main line were brought into service. 

* Up home signal post 10 was converted to an auto- 
matic signal and renumbered post T614. 

* Two position home signal posts 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 
were abolished. 

* New down home signal (three position) post Lal02 | 
and up home signal (three position) posts La103, | 
Lal05 and Lal07 were brought into service. 

* New two position (light) home signal posts Lal04 | 
and Lal06 applying from | and 2 tracks to the down 
main line were brought into service. 

* Down home signal post Lal02 was provided with a 
route indiciator. 

* The pilot key box controlling up home signal posts 
Lal03 and Lal05 was located adjacent to the signal 
control panel. 

* The up and down end points were numbered 002! 
and 007 respectively and are electro-hydraulic point} 
machines. 

* Signalling diagram 31/88 became effective and) 
signalling diagram 23/88 was cancelled. (WN 33/ 
88) 


Lara: On Wed.27.7, healthy state indication lights 
were added to the Lara Lakes Road level crossing) 
flashing light installation. Yellow whistle posts were! 
provided to indicate that the crossing is fitted with! 
healthy state indication lights. (WN 30/88) 


Moreland: On Sun.7.8, sidings A, B and C and associ- 
ated point work were abolished. The up and down 
end crossovers were taken out of service and abol- 
ished. Disc signal post 36 and the left and right hand 
disc signals on post 35 were abolished. Levers 6, 7, 8) 
9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15 and 16 were sleeved normal and will 
be removed at a later date. (WN 32/88) 


Murchison East: On Wed.7.9, the up home signal L 
was relocated 218 metres in the down direction. Or 
Tues.13.9, the down end main line plunger locked 
points were relocated 288 metres in the down direc; 
tion. (WN 36-37/88) 


North Ballarat (SEC siding): On Thurs.28.7, the inter: 
mediate electric staff instrument at the SEC siding 
located between North Ballarat and Creswick was 
removed. (WN 30/88) 


Nowingi: On Wed.14.9, the up end staff locked points 
with rodded catch were abolished owing to the 
closure of the Millewa South line. (WN 37/88) 
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Officer - Pakenham: On Sun.4.9, up automatic signal 
post D1632 was abolished, together with the 5P key 
switch. Up home signal post D1648 was converted to 
an automatic signal. The pre-selection push button 
on the Pakenham signal panel for 10 home signal was 
abolished. (WN 36/88) 


_Ouyen: On Mon.15.8, the hinged Hayes type derail at 
the down end of 6 track was relocated to the fouling 
| ie of the down end extension to 6 track. (WN 33/ 


Paisley - BP siding: On Sat.3.9, the switch lock was 
relocated 1.5 metres in the up direction. 


, Seymour: On Sun.11.9, the following alterations took 
effect: 
|* 58 double ended points were abolished. 
* Disc signal 46 on post 25 and disc signal 68 on post 
32 were abolished. 
* Levers 46, 58 and 68 were sleeved normal. (WN 
37/88) 


Shepparton: On Wed.27.7, healthy state indication 


lights and yellow whistle posts were added to the 
/Ford Road level crossing flashing light installation. 


(WN 30/88) 


Stratford Junction: On Tues.20.9, the following alter- 

jabians took effect: 
* The intermediate electric staff instrument at Strat- 
ford Junction and the train staff and ticket system 
between Stratford Junction and Maffra were abol- 
ished and the Maffra line will be worked as a 

| siding. 

* The up home signal from the Maffra line was abol- 
ished and a location board was provided at Strat- 

| ford Junction 400 metres from the points. 

* An A pattern Annett lock was provided on the 
point lever. 


Sulky Loop: On Thurs.28.7, Sulky Loop, located at 
128. 0 km was provided as a crossing loop with normal 
right hand lie of the trailable points. Location boards 
were provided at each end of the loop. (WN 30/88) 


Sunshine: On Sun.4.9, 16 points leading from the up 
main line to C siding were removed. Levers 7, 15, 16 
and 27 previously taken out of service will remain out 
of service and were sleeved normal. (WN 36/88) 


Wallan: On Wed.17.8, boom barriers were added to 
the flashing light installation at Magpie and Stump 
Road. The operation of the boom barriers will be 
automatic for all movements. The up and down 
approaches for both the broad and standard gauge 
lines will be controlled by level crossing predictors. In 
addition, healthy state indication lights and yellow 

histle posts were also added to the installation. 
(WN 33/88) 


Wangaratta: On Wed.17.8, the up distant signal post 
25, controlled by lever 74, was converted to motor 
poeration. (WN 33/88) 


Warragul - Yarragon: On Sun.7.8, the following alter- 
ations took effect: 

* The double line block system between Warragul 
| and Yarragon was abolished and three position 
| signalling introduced. 

* Up starting signal post 7 at Yarragon was replaced 
_ by automatic signal post D3562. 
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* Switching out facilities were provided at Yarragon. 

* Up home signal posts 8 and 39 and down home 
signal posts 2 and 30 were provided with the letter 
A signifying automatic and will be displayed on the 
appropriate signal when at the stop position and 
Yarragon signal box is switched out. 

* All two position semaphore signals at Warragul 

were abolished as were Warragul A and B signal 

boxes. 

Three position signals were provided at Warragul 

with the exception of the up starting signal post 36, 

which is a two position light signal, and are 

controlled from the signal control panel located in 
the station office. 

* The points leading from the loop track to the down 
line were secured by an E pattern Annett lock, the 
key being in an electric crosslock located in the 
signal control panel. 

* The points leading from the up end of the goods 
yard to the up line were secured by an F pattern 
Annett lock, the key being in an electric crosslock 
located in the signal control panel. 

* 13 single ended points and 15 double ended cross- 
over points are motor operated and provided with 
dual control point machines. 

* Signalling diagrams 14/88 and 16/88 became effec- 
tive and signalling diagrams 9/82 and 44/86 were 
cancelled. (WN 32/88) 


On Tues.9.8, Gallaghers Lane was renamed Colman 
Street. In addition, boom barriers were added to the 
flashing light installation. (WN 31/88) 


Williamstown: On Wed.17.8, the up end Annett 
locked points were secured for the main line. The 
Annett key and lock were abolished. Signal post 79 
was abolished. A baulk was placed at the down end 
of the platform track. (WN 34/88) 


Windermere: Windermere was disestablished as an 
electric staff station on Fri.18.12.87, but owing to the 
track circuits at Windermere Road, it was necessary 
to retain the fixed signals until the necessary track 
circuit alterations were carried out. On Wed.17.8, the 
track circuit alterations were carried out and all 
points, fixed signals and the interlocking frame were 
abolished. (WN 33/88) 


SIGNALLING, SAFEWORKING & 
COMMUNICATION 


New works: During 1988/89 the following signalling 
and communcation wokrs are expected to be carried 
out: 

* Castlemaine yard and signal box rationalisation - 
signal boxes to be replaced by a small panel in the 
station office. 

* Moe yard rationalisation — up end points to be 
remotely controlled from Morwell. 

* Seymour - Mangalore yard and signal box rational- 
sation — a signal panel at Seymour will replace the 
two signal boxes while the double track to Manga- 
lore will become two single lines, resulting in 
abolition of the junction at Mangalore. 


Work will also start on the following during 1988/89: 
* Rockbank - Melton power signalling remotely 
controlled from Bacchus Marsh. 


* South end (Spencer Street) signal box closure, with 
remote control from Spencer Street No.1 box. 
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* ATC Geelong - South Geelong and elimination of 
Geelong B, with remote control from Geelong A 
box. 

* Magnetic end of train detection (TAILS) is being 
installed on the Ararat - Portland, Gheringhap - 
Maroona, and Ballarat - Mildura line. 


Train orders: The schedule for introduction of train 
orders to V/Line (similar to the AN system) is: 
* Nov.88 South Geelong - Warrnambool 

Ararat - Portland 

Heywood - Mt. Gambier 

Gheringhap - Maroona 


* Dec.88 Traralgon - Bairnsdale 
Dandenong - Leongatha 
* Feb.89 Dunolly - Mildura 


Ouyen - Pinnaroo 
* Mar.89 Eaglehawk - Piangil 
Various points, signals and level crossing protection 
will progressively be adjusted to facilitate this new 
system. 


Simulator: V/Line is to obtain a simulator for crew 
training which will incorporate two operator stations 
for V/Line and one for MTA. Although V/Line will 
be doing the MET driver training, it will be as a 
separate stream from its own training. 


WORKS AND SERVICES 


CANAC (grain network upgrade) project: Funding for 
this project has been slowed during 1988/89 due to 
restrictions on overall capital funding for V/Line. 
Robinvale line upgrading work is complete and 
work on the Yelta line relaying is making rapid 
oe with completion expected by late October 
1988 
Crossing loop extension work is as follows (Aug.88): 
* Lal Lal loop extension due Dec.88. 

* Sulky new loop commissioned Aug.88. 

* Creswick closed as safeworking location 28.7 and 
will have all track and turnouts removed in due 
course. 

* Maryborough loop extension and yard rearrange- 

ment (down end) commissioned July.88 

Dunolly loop extension and siding rearrangement 

underway. 

* Woomelang and Ouyen are each to get trailable 
turnouts at down end only. 

* Emu, Sutherland, Watchem and Speed are to get 
trailable turnouts at both ends during the next few 
months. 

* Birchip, Tourello and Sulky are already set up with 
trailable turnouts. 

* Murchison East down end loop extension was 
commissioned mid-Sept.88. (This will be the only 
loop extension in the NE region.) 

* Katunga major siding rearrangement completed 
Aug.88. 


All 60lb/yd (30 kg/m) grain sidings in the northern 
region are being replaced with heavier material. 
Bridges: 


* Echuca bridge completion is now expected late 
1988 


* Tocumwal bridge upgrading is underway and due 
for completion in the near future. 
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* Flynn’s Creek (Rosedale) bridge is to be rebuilt 
during 88/89. 

* A program of replacing a series of substandard 
minor bridges on the western line is continuing. 


When the above bridge program is completed at the 
end of 1988, all running lines on the V/Line system 
will be available for at least X class locomotives, 
other than the Bairnsdale line beyond Sale and the 
Welshpool line beyond Leongatha. 


Lifting of closed lines (as at August 1988) 

* Dookie - Katamatite — finished 

* Wedderburn Junction - Wedderburn — finished 

Bandiana - Shelley — 90% complete 

Tallarook - Mansfield — 75% complete 

Nyora - Wonthaggi — 70% complete 

Linton Junction - Skipton — 70% complete 

Hamilton - East Natimuk - Carpolac — 30% 

complete 

Lubeck - Bolangum — 95% complete 

Carlsruhe - Bullarto — 20% complete 

Elmore - Lockington — 20% complete 

Mortlake Junction - Mortlake — 60% complete 

Peechelba East - Bowser - Bright — 95% complete 

Numurkah - Picola — 60% complete 

Nth Creswick - Allendale — 100% complete 

Jeparit - Yanac — contract let 

Cathkin - Alexandra — contract let 

Murchison East - Colbinabbin/Stanhope — tenders 

called 

* Moe - Yallourn — 
section near Moe 

* Traralgon - Cowwarr — 100% finished except for a 
short section near Traralgon 

* Cowwarr - Maffra — 50% finished 

* Welshpool - Yarram — 60% finished 


Lines on which lifting is yet to start: 
* Nowingi - Millewa South 

* Hopetoun - Patchewollock 
* Moulamein - Balranald (not officially closed 
pending NSW and Victorian legislation) 

Timboon Junction - Timboon 

Piangil - Kooloonong 

Baxter - Mornington 

Bairnsdale - Orbost 

South Geelong - Drysdale | 


Warragul yard: Alterations in Warragul yard track- 
work include lifting of 3 road at the up end, with a 
baulk across the remaining track. Two track curves to 
the former alignment of 3 road but without points, to 
then join 1 road. A baulk has been placed across the 
loop tracks at the up end (about level with the up end 
of the down platform). The section of track now 
unavailable had not been used for several years (since 
A box was put out of use) and the points at the up 
end of the loop to the back platform track have beer 
out of use for a long period. All access for stabling of 
electric trains in the loop remains from the down enc 
only. Some of the tracks in the goods yard have ake 
been lifted. 


Williamstown Beach station: On Fri.16.9, Mon. 196 
and Tues.20.9, the graffiti covered station signs or 
Williamstown Beach station were removed anc 
replaced with new signs with white lettering on a dark 
green background. 


* *¥ *¥ * * 


* *¥ * *¥ *¥ *¥ ¥ *F KK * 


100% finished except for a short 


* * * * * 
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- Station upgrading: Further to Newsrail July, p.218, 
- Moonee Ponds station has been repainted and pain- 
ters were at work at Kensington and Glenbervie on 
Sat.13.9. Oak Park had temporary repairs but still 
_temains covered in graffiti. The graffiti which was 
chemically removed from Glenroy and Pascoe Vale 
stations have begun to reappear. Foundations and 
preliminary work have begun at Broadmeadows. 
North Melbourne has had fresh asphalt laid on the 
_ slippery ramps and the roof has been repaired over 
_ platforms 2/3, 4/5 and 6. Kensington, Ascot Vale, 
Essendon, Glenbervie, Strathmore, Pascoe Vale, Oak 
| Park, Glenroy and Jacana have all had new green and 
white station signs. 


WORKS AND SERVICES 


Ballarat: New trackwork extending from the fourth 
line on Humffray Street level crossing at Ballarat East 

| signalbox seems to be associated with the track 
becoming the new loco road between A box and the 

_ depot area. To accommodate this work, some of the 
sidings in the yard have been reduced in length and 
the vehicular access to the former East goods shed 

_ area has been blocked. At the same time a spur line 
in the depot area has been realigned. 


The Met: As part of the suburban overhead rehabili- 
tation programme carried out on the Broadmeadows 
line early this year, wiring was removed from above 


all sidings at Essendon, rendering them inoperable 
for stabling electric trains. On Thurs.1.9, sidings near 
the Rose Street crossing were removed during sleeper 
replacement. The points still remain and as at 
Tues.13.9, were still connected. The siding which 
leads off platform 1, which was part of the old yard, 
still remains for the stabling of track machines. 
Trains ceased being stabled at Essendon on 8.6.87. 


Geelong station: V/Line is upgrading Geelong station 
at a cost of $1.8 million with a new air conditioned 
transit lounge, buffet and booking offices. Stage one 
was opened in August, incorporating two new 
booking areas, one for general passenger traffic and 
the other for V/Line travel including interstate and 
package tours. Stage two, involving further waiting 
room facilities, including disabled facilities and new 
kiosk will be completed later this year. Improved car 
parking facilities at North Geelong have resulted in a 
10 per cent increase in passenger journeys. 


Bendigo station: Work has started on a $200 000 
upgrading of Bendigo station. Major improvements 
will include separate Victorian and interstate booking 
areas. Passengers for V/Line trains and buses will 
have airconditioned and carpeted waiting room. 
Refreshments will be available from a servery in the 
waiting room. The work is expected to be finished 
late in October. (V/Line Update) 


The Intercapital Daylight, hauled by 42218 in Bicentenial livery, about to leave Spencer Street on Fri.2.9.88. 


(Bruce Barker) 
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Preservation 


Mornington Railway Preservation Society: The Society 
ran shuttle trips between Frankston and Stony Point 
on Sat.20.8, with K163-98G-65A W(33MT)-57BE- 
45BE-586ZL. These trips saw 98G return to service 
and it is thought to be the only one of its type 
running. 

On Sat.3.9, the same consist operated to Seymour 
with 508ZD added. The train departed Frankston at 
07 22 and ran tender first to Flinders Street. K163 
then ran light engine to Dynon to water and turn. 
Departed Flinders Street, platform 9 at 09 32 (7 late). 
Arrived Seymour 11 37. Departed Seymour 15 29 
arrived Flinders Street 17 12 (4 early). 


Steamrail Victoria Ltd — Ballarat: 
Carriage report as follows: 


* 13BL — AIl panels have been replaced on the 
corridor side. 


* 32ABU — Torn seat replaced and is now looking 
good. 


* 1AV and 32AV — Both looking respectable now 
that upholstery work is completed. 


Locomotive report as follows: 


* D3639 has been transferred to Melbourne in 
preparation for Aus Steam. 


* Y class is still awaiting the springs back from V/ 
Line. Wheels are expected to be completed by the 
time this magazine is printed and the frame has 


been sand blasted and painted. A stubborn piston | 
rod is proving difficult to remove. New slide valves | 


and ash pan are being fabricated. The boiler 
appears to be in good condition and has been 
flushed. The tender water valves have been over- 


hauled as have the injectors. All the undergear and | 


brake blocks have been painted. 
Steamrail Victoria Ltd — Melbourne: 
Locomotive report as follows: 


* R761 is nearing completion of the repaint. An exce- | 


llent, high gloss finish is being obtained. 

* K190s axleboxes have begun to be machined now 
that all detailed measurements of the loco frame 
and journals have been taken. 


T413 Preservation Group Inc.: This group, comprised 
mainly of V/Line enginemen from Geelong Loco, 
have commenced work on T413, which is in excellent 
condition, having been last overhauled in 1983. By 
Sat.10.9, the loco had been thoroughly cleaned and 
has rustproof undercoat applied to the parts of the 
body prone to rust. It has not yet been fitted with a 
radio. T413 appears on the V/Line Historical Vehicles 
Register. 


Mornington Railway Preservation Society loco K163, runs through Broadford, while returning to Long Island after a 
winery excursion to Seymour on Sat.3.9.88. See news item above. (John Dare) 
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LETTER 


3 
€ Z ( 
I Tom Mr R Anderson: 


For any rail history buff (worth his puff), the 14th 
November 1988 provides us with occasion to 
celebrate a bizarre railway centenary. 


Sadly, it is likely to pass unnoticed by most. There 
were nO major engineering works to admire, no 
commuters ever waited for a train at its four stations, 
in fact only one train ever ran over its rail. 


Of course, we are speaking of the Rosstown 
Railway, which ran for a distance of 5 miles 20 


| chains, linking the Brighton line (as it was then) at 


Elsternwick with the Dandenong line at Oakleigh. 


The fascinating history of this line is more than 
adequately covered in ‘Return to Rosstown’ and ‘VR 
to ’62’, both available from the ARHS library. 


Apart from an underpass, built to negotiate, at 
right angles, the Frankston line (between Ormond 
and Glenhuntly), very little remains although it is still 
possible to walk along the right of way via some 
interesting street formations and linear parklands. We 
actually live at the now roundabout intersection of 
Poath and Kangaroo Roads and Murrumbeena 
Crescent (old right of way) where there was once a 
set of level crossing gates, which I am sure did not 
keep the gatekeeper awake at night. 


/ODD SPOT 


Over recent months there has been a spate of 
accidents in Dynon Road involving trucks hitting the 
Dynon Road railway overbridge. This has led to 
many ‘Letters to the Editor’ and complaints from 
nearby business concerns. A Letter to the Editor of 


the Melbourne Sun on Thurs.15.9, from a Bendigo 
resident has pointed out that lowering the road under 
the bridge would be of no use at all as it is the tops of 
the trucks that hit the bridge, not the bottoms. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your Advertisement: Use block letters, 
include full name, address and phone number, and 
cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Adver- 
tising Manager, Peter Silva) GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is 
the 20th of each month. All advertisers are advised to 
read the Advertising Conditions before placing any 
advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the 
advertiser. Copies are available on request. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month 
for up to 4 lines. If more than 4 lines are required a 
surcharge of 75 cents per line applies. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway. Now operational with rail 
trolley rides from Healesville (through historic tunnel) 
and also Yarra Glen on Sundays. We need you. Phone 
(03) 529 5602 or write to 13 Centre Rd, Vermont 3133. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Scottish Locomotive Builders’ Plates. Wanted for my 
private collection — Dubbs & Co, Neilson Reid, Sharp 
Stewart, etc. Top prices paid. Matthew White, Hay- 
garth, Harlow Common, Harlow, Essex, England. Phone 
1100 44 279 27348. 


T381 approaches Malvern on an up goods on Sun.4.9.88. The photo shows work in progress on excavation through 
the embankment for a shared pathway (bicyclists and pedestrians) which is part of the Dandenong Road widening 


and upgrading. (R P Dunbar) 
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WEES NOUNS SEED 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


4 


| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
| Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 
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490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
PEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
New and Used Models 
Australian, USA, UK 
Bankcard welcome 
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Magazines and Books 
Good range always in stock 
Direct Importers 
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Transport House 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays | - 4 p.m. 


Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


589 Collins Street Telephone 
RAILFAN Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 
SHOP Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 
@ We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales. 
Mantua HO Steam Locomotives 


Lima Railways HO and OO scales. 

Hornby Railways OO scale. 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories. 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits. 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia. 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9,00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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